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A!"l'NUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Minutes of the .\nnual General Meeting are enclosed wi th this 
Newsletter and the ChaIrman's, Treasurer's and Editor's reports are given 
below. 

CHAIru~'S REPORT 
During the past year members of our SocIety have been active in a number 

of fields. Their work has been generall y reported in the Newsletters issued 
this year and it is a pleasant task for me to give a summary of their 
activities and a review of their · a c hievement ~ . 

Field Activities At Coultershaw the water wheel can now turn again and the 
coupling to the pump has been successfully repall'ed, although difficul t i es 
with the alignment of the shafts has slowed progress. 
At Ifield ~1ill work on the building has now been completed, the launder and 
sluice are finished and half the paddles of the water wheel have been fitted. 
At Burton ~1ill the hursting and stones brought from Wales have been installed 
and trial grinding has started. An application for a grant has been made to 
the Shell Waterways Award Scheme . A short artIcle on the history of the mill, 
by Dr. Tim Hudson, appeared in the January Newsletter. 
At Clayton work on the restoration of the post ml ll, Jill, is proceeding with 
the aid of a £6,000 grant from the D.o . Eo A fantail carrIage is being designed 
and constructed by members of our Society, using as a pattern the equi pment at 
Cross-in-Hand which was probably based on that originall y installed at Clayton. 
Over £10,000 in all has been raised this year . 
At Cobbs Mill a very successful week-end workIng party has cleaned, greased, de
rusted and painted all the equipment. Measurements and sketches were made to 
enable a definitive article on the water mi ll and gas engine to be produced for 
the Journal. 
At West Ashling a working party made a survey of the machinery for record 
purposes. 
The Brick Group has continued active duri ng the ye ar and their Autumn Meeting 
was held here this morning . 



Visi ts Two very informative visits were made <=0 bn c \.....orks at Three Oaks 
and Freshfield Lane to study the making of hand-made brlcks, and the firing 
of bricks in a large clamp. A most useful VlSlt was also made to the East 
Sussex Record Office and Tithe Maps studied, malnly for re cords of o l d brlck 
brickworks. Frank Gregory organised a highl y ~ ucce s s ful Mys ter y Tour of Wind 
and Water Mills, start i ng at Batemans water mill, largely restored by S . I . A. S . 
members, and finishing at Nutley post mill where Frank himself had been 
actively concerned in the restoration . Wi lfrl d Be swlck arranged a very 
interesting tour of iron-making sltes In the I arb eton Area, startlng off with 
an Iron Age bloomery at Turners Green HhlCh he had hlmself ex avated , 

Publications by S . l ,A.S. Members. Bri an Aus ten has written an lnformatlve and 
entertaining book on early 'English Prov~ncial Posts', and John Hoare has 
produced an excellent book on 'Sussex Rallway Arclntectu.re'. Re vlews of both 
these books appreared in Sussex Industrial History No . 9 Roy Armstrong, the 
Director of Research at the Weald and Downland Museum, has wIltten a book on 
'Traditional Buildings' and Martln Brunnarius has produced an extremel y full 
account of 'The Windmills of Sussex' with a wealth of lilustrat i ons . Both these 
books will be reviewed in the next issue of Sussex IndustrI al Hl s tory . Hugh 
Barty-King, until recently a member of our Soclet y , has wrltten a most interest
ing book - 'Quilt Winders and Pod Shavers' - on the manufacture of crlcket bats 
and cricket balls and the craftsmen who made them. 
Sussex Industrial History No.9 contained articles on Petworth Water Supply, 
Ifield Mill Restoration, Hurst Green Foundry and the Chalk PltS Museum at Amberley. 

General Members of our Society asslsted In the celebratlons of Shipley Windmill 
Centenary though they were unable to raise enough \ l nd to turn the sweeps . 
John Blackwell has produced an excellent I . A. Tr ail In Br lghton, from Preston 
Circus to Brighton Station, which we hope wi ll be the i rst of many, both in 
Brighton and elsewhere , The Chalk Pits Museum, Amberley , whlch opened to the 
public for the first time on 26th May, has had a success f u l season, remaInIng open 
unti 1 28th October. Three of our members are Trustee:; of the MUSCL1111 and three 
members are Patrons. Oldlands Hlll has been leased to the Hasso(.ks Amenlty Society 
by the Sussex Archaeological Society . A design for a steel supporting structure, 
to prevent further collapse of the body, has been subm~ tted by members of our 
Society. It is good news that Deans Mi ll is wOlklng ag aI n after being shut down for 
two years; it has been bought by Mr, Broom£l e Id of The Bar n, Deans ~L 11, Llndfie ld . 
The machinery is reported to be in good conditlon but there are a fe paddles 
missing from the water whee~. 

It will be seen therefore that the Soclety remaIns very much alive and 
individual members have continue.d to be active in many he Ids, notably in 
surveying, recording, publishing and restoration - the main alms of our SocIety' . 

A. J . Haselfoot 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
I am sorry to have to report that the financlal pos l tlon of the Soclety has 

substantially deteriorated since this time last year and it s eems cl ear that a 
subscription income of £536 cannot support an annual journal costlng £769. 

Efforts are in hand to produce Sussex Industr l a l H~s tory No . IO at a materiall y 
reduced cost but if this cannot be achieved there are three optIons before the 
Society which will be considered by your Commlttee, to Increas e the annual 
subscription, to make a charge to those members who wl s h to recel ve Sussex 
Industrial History, or to reduce the frequenc y of pub l icat l on , 
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I regret that we still have 21 members who have not paid there 1979 
s ubscrI ptions and six who have paid only £2 by Standing Order on their Banks 
a t 1st April 1979. Of these 4 still owe £1 from the pre 10US year . 

Since the books were closed on 30th September we have receIved a 
furt he r £49. 86 from the Inland Revenue in respect of bu rellef on covenanted 
sub s crIp t10ns and this serves to empha lze the import ance to the Soc1ety of 
these convenants. I would earnestly ask any member who have not yet signed 
a covenant to consider doing so and forms fer this purpose are available from 
the Se cretary or the Treasurer. I would stress that the committment under 
Covenant 1S terminated by resignation from the SOCiety s o that members need 
have no fear that they may be taking on an obl1gation they may not wish to 
cont i nue . 

A summary of the accounts is appended . 
J .M. H, Bevan . 

ED ITOR' S REPORT 

Sussex Industrial History History 1 0 . 9 was pub l shed 1n July and the Society's 
t hanks are due to the authors who maI nt ained a hI gh standard of contribution 
and al so to ::1rs John Upton who typed all the manus cr ipt and to Mr Upton who 
'proof read' all the typing. The Ed1tor regre ts that circumstances prevented 
publIcat i on on the usual April date and thIS WI ll inevitably have influenced 
sales to s ome extent . 

As wi ll have been made clear by the Tr easure r , ris1ng costs provide a very 
Ji f f I cult problem but the Committee are actively try1ng to find means of 
ma1nt ai ning the publication at an accep table standard . Contributions for issue 
No . l D, some of which have already been rece1ved, shou l d be in the Editor's hands 
1n t heIr final form by mid-December , 
I ~sl et ter The customary four 1ssue of the ~ews le tter were c1rculated in 
J anuar , April, June and October . The Editor thanks the cont rI butors and again 
asks t h L any ~1ember having knowledge , expe r I ence or comment about any relevant 
ac t l I t Ies , even though quite trivia l , should submit it for pOSS Ible publication , 
The 'dead line' for contributions is the middle of the month preceding that of 
publi ation, 

Rising costs are again a problem but t he Edi tor considers that publication 
four times per year, rather than a possibl e reduct10n to three, i s hIgh ly 
de I rable in order to maintain a corporate spI rit among such a WI de l y-scattered 
membership . The Society is very grateful to t ho e Members who kIndly delIver 
by hand, thus saving about £8 per issue and an)' extension of thIS act i vity would 
be we leome. The cost of envelopes is also s i gm_fi cant C £3 - £4 per issue); a 
limited use is made of used envelopes in good condIt ion and the Editor would be 
pleased to receive any such envelopes that are suitable for re-use ~ 5 size, 
6~ x 9 ins., for the Newsletter and C4 SI Ze, 9 x 12 i ins., for the History) 

LO . Taylor 

HONORARY GENERAL SECRETARY 
The Society is very grateful to Mr R. G. Martin for accepting the post of 

Honorary General Secretary. Mr- Martin 's address I 

42 Falmer Avenue, Saltdean, Brighton - BN2 8FG. 

TELEPHONE: Office-Brighton 284 79 


Home -Brighton 33805 


Mr Martin has a complete set of Susse x IndustrI al History and of the 
Newsletters. He also has most issues of the East GrI nstead SOCIety's Bulletin, 
and a comp lete set of 1/25000 Ordnance Survey map of Sussex . The Hems are all 
available on request for use by Members . 

.., 
- J 



ACCOUNTS FOR 12 MONTHS ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER 1979 

In come and Expenditure 
1977/78 I NCOME £ 

495 , 25 SubscrIpt I ons 536.75 
86,89 Donations 57.15 

Tax Recove ri e s under Covenants 40.31 
30000 Life Members 75.00 
16.32 Building SOCIety and Bank Interest 	 78 .74 

1710.66 	 Coultershaw and Burton 11.00 
82,58 Sale of Literature ll4 , 28 
35 . 92 Sale of S IIi No 8 65 , 00 

Sale of SIH 1 09 7.74 

985 , 97 

Ex.PENDITURE 

74 . 79 Printing 6.25 
S1. 72 Dup l icating 162.79 
43.43 Statione r y 14,03 
53 054 Post and Telephone 50.58 
27.00 rh r e of Ha s 16.14 
92 . 40 Exceat 25.00 

777.38 Cou1 t ershaw and Burton 131.49 
368 , 43 (No , 8) SIH No.9 769,46 

Journals and Subscriptions 11.66 
28,66 Mi scel laneous 71.27 

1258 , 67 

Summary 
1977/78 

Balance In Hand at 30th September 1978 1565.20 
Re ce i pt 985.97 

2551. 17 
Expenditure 1258 , 67 

1292 , 50 
Assets 
Current Account, L10yds, Kemp Town 123,10 
Current Account , Lloyds, Chichester ll1. 79 
Deposit Account, Ll oyds, Kemp Town 318.55 
Deposit Account, Ll oyds, Chiche s ter 427.57 
Gateway Building Society 311. 49 

1292 , 50 

297.40 General Fund 	 36 , 65 
937.80 Cou1tershaw and Burton 	 850 . 85 
330.00 Life Membership Fund 	 405 , 00 

1565 . 20 	 1292.50 
I have examined the books and vouchers for the year 

ended 30th September 1979 and certify that the above 
accounts are in accordance therewi th 0 K. VI , SUCKLING. Hon . Audi tor 
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T e So l ety exp esse extr mely grat eful t hanks to Mr . John Has e lfoot 
~ I o ha so ef ectl ve y held the POS ItI on of Genera l Secretary fo r many 

rs and h s bUIl t up the So e ty to 1tS p r esent v r y a t iv e and highly 
respected level - We a re e r y gl d that Mr Has e fo ot ha epted the 
OffIce of Chalrman of he Soc1.ety so t hat Ius wid exper l en(:.e of Indus tnal 
Archaeology 1 general and of t he f falTs of the SOC1e y I n partI cul ar 
WIll stIll be a~allable t o us 

crs 
If1 .ld M1ll InstallatIon of t he wlndow frames IS progr essIng WIth fIve 
now completed and glazed A f ur th r flve are H I and and I t .1 S hoped to 
ins tall the~e durlng the WInter I t 15 t hen propos ~ to hand 0 er some 
sections of the buddIng t o t he Cr awley tv! seum Sonet} v ho hope to open to 
the pub lIC on a lImIted bas dur I ng 980 

The Pr oJe t \ as greatly saddened b} the death , In J iy , af ter a short 
Ill ne5_, 0 one of 0 I mOS t aCtIVe members, Don Bracher He had been WI t h 
the project SInce Its beg nnlng and It 1 l argely due to h1. s ef orts that 
the three mcl.ln stal cases have been onstructe . fu co ll eague s at Shell 
Ltd • sub cribed £250 00 and by agreement WIth Mrs Br ach r and 1n accord
ance W1 th their IVlshes, tIn sum WI l l be used to recon truet the ' tone 
bo, es' and as soc1. ate d t1.ttlngs on the fIrst floor. 

It was due t o Don t hat t he Pro ] ct entere t he Shel l / Inland Waterways 
Iward S heme thlS }ear nd we were pleased to rece1.ve an award of £500 . 00 . 
Thi was pre ented, at I l e :L d IILl ! on u da). 11 th No ember and has been 
deposIted In a separate accou t t LIo)' :. lCrahl y) toge ther '.'!l th the £250 , 00 
menti ned ab \e Three aspects llke ly to re Ulre f ndlng ln t he f ut ure were 
out l i ned to Shell , namely 1) nel" IVlndow frames (groun fl oor ) 

11) lnstallatlon of machlnery 
and 111) stream clearan~e, and t t 1. _ most gratifYlng 

t hat we now hay th se f unds a a1.lable 

Burt on M1.ll - The Cle'ty made an app l.l - l on for n award under the She 11 
Inland Wat erway Restor at l on Awards Schem and t h eh lrman was recently 
pres ent d wi t h a cheque f r £250 by Mr Barry ~ os • the South-East Region 
Publl C ff irs 1anager f or Shell As all the very con~l derable cO St of 
I nstai ll ng m I 11 ng maChlnery \0/111 f a l l on our member , Mrs Ann Mi 11s, who 
I·nll operate the eqUIpment , the cheque has been handed t o her A.G 

PUBLI CATIONS 

Sussex BIbliography 1978 Devotee s of SU5se Ar ch o' ogy, ricket, railways 
and windmIlls are among those who WIll fI nd books nd perl od cal artIcles 
of interest 11sted in the lates t edI tIon of Sussex Bi b l iograph} - AttemptIng 
to include al l r el evant 19 78 publ I cat I ons the Blbl1.ography covers 0 er seventy 
aspects of Sussex l lfe, f om Agr ultur e to Wome n ' n~~l tutes , as well as 
listing many artIcles on indI VIdua l to ns d VI .age - . 

Sussex Bi bllography 1978 1S r ilable from all East and \Ye st Sussex 
libranes, price SOp, or by post h m East Su sex e u t y Llbrary Headquarters, 
44 St Anne s Cr es cen t , Lewe~ , B I SQ , at 65p includIng pos t age and packIng. 

The General Secretary has a 0PY of the Blbllogr&ph 
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Charcoal Burning A most interestlng little book "Woodcolliers and Charcoal 
Burning" by Lyn Armstrong has been published jointly by Coach Publishing 
House Ltd. of Horsham and the Weald and Downland Open Air Museum. Well 
written and illustrated it glves a w6dHh of detail about the history and 
techniques of charcoal burning from early tImes to the present day. Available 
at £2 . 00 in the shop at the Chalk Pits Museum, Amberley, or at £2 . 50 by post 
from the publishers, it is well wo r th bUYlng . A more detailed review will 
be published in the next issue of Sus sex Industrial HIstory. 

Industr i al Past Copies of the WInter 19 79 issue of IndustrIal Past are now 
available and may be obtained f r om A.J . Haselfoot, Albion House, Cobourg 
Place, Hastings; price 40p o The present Issue contaIns articles on 
The Crumlin Viaduct over the R. Ebbw in S . Wales; El i ng Tide Mill, Hampshire, 
now being restored; the I . A. of Death Valley, CalifornIa, where borax and 
other metals were mi ned; the Dolphin SailIng Barge Museum at SIttingbourne, 
Kent; I.A . in London . There are also reviews of a ~Ide range of recent books 
on I.A. subjects. 

A few copies of the Summer 19 79 issue are stlll available . 

COURSES 

Course in Industri al Archaeology The Peak National Park Study Centre at 
Losehill Hall, Castleton, DerbyshIre has a number of courses of Interest to 
industrial archaeologists in its programme for 1980 as follows: 

Feb. 29 - Mar . 2 Mines of the Peak District £33 
May 26 - May 30 Canals of the Peak DistrIct £59 
Aug. 16 - Aug.23 IndustrIal Archaeology £85) 1~ese courses are 

" " Canals and RaIlways £8S) for family groups. 
Oct. 31 - Nov. 2 Practical Industrial Archaeology: Price on application 

to the Study Centre. 

THE BRICK~'1AKING SURVEY: Report for 19'9 by Mrs. M. Beswick 

Nine members interested In the BrIckmaking survey met on the morning of 
27th October to report on progress during the year , In addItion to the visits 
to the East Sussex Record Office and to two brickworks reported on in earlier 
numbers of the Newsletter, recordIng and research had proceeded satisfactorily 
in a number of areas. 

Mr. F. Avery told the meetIng that his work on the pottery and brickmaking 
establishments of Burgess Hill had for all practical purposes reached complet i on 
some of his work having already been published in "Sussex Genealogist and Local 
Historian" Vol.l No . 2. He brought along to the meeting an interesting 
selection of bricks and tiles and an album of photographs, which formed the 
nucleus of a display which members who arrIved for the Society A. G.M . in the 
afternoon were also able to enjoy . 

Mr. R. Martin reported that, as physical remains of brickworks in the 
Brighton area were few, he had concentrated instead on material in the Reference 
Library. This included notices of sale of brickyards in old copies of the 
"Sussex Weekly Advert i ser" and the accounts for materIals used in the building 
of Stanmer House between 1722 and 1727. These proved to be of particular 
interest, containing not only the quantities and costs of the bri cks and the 
methods used to burn them, but also the name s of the bnckmakers \"ho supplied 
them, some being brought from as far as Keymer, Chailey and Ringmer . 
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Ir . M. SmIth, r epre ent i ng the ~1ldhurst group, said that they had now 
recorde d 17 SItes , nl n f Hh~ ch Here on the gault clay and eight on Weald 
clay and he pr oduce a map sho vIng the dIstributIon of the brickworks i n 
T la ti on to t he geoi ogi a strata . Two Ites were tI ll In a good state 
of pres ervatI on and, In dd.l tl on, t he a counts of the one at Harting were 
sti 11 i n e XIstence among t h Uppark aT In ves . 

Mr . Has lfoo t h d Inspe t ed s e er 1 sites In Has t Ings, all of which 
had been r de e oped, al t hough 111 some cases the locatIon of the claypit 
could stIl l be dlst1ngUI shed . A SIte he had l Sl ted in Westfield had 
quite substan t 1a l rem I ns nd a report 011 thls had been compiled. 

Mr ::; . Be SWI ck had gl en a lecture on bri ck. and brickmaktng to the 
\\far-b leton and 0 stn t History Gr up and produced a leaflet on the local 
br l ckHorks f or pub leat 10n by t.he roup . Contact of this kind were of 
mutual benef 1l (0 l ocal histor SOcI etIes and the S . I . A.S . and could 
reveal the eX1 ~ en e of use ful plotographic and ot her material . She 
sugges t ed that mo re brIckworks accoun~ m gh t be avai lable for study and 
comparison than had at fIrst been t hought She had examined three sets 
relevant to the \ eal en are a I n t he East Sus e , Record Office, those of the 
Ashburnham es t a t , t l e \~ebster es tate at Battle and the Fuller estate at 
Bri ghtling In aJdltlo, oc 1 nqUl rle had pr oduced two ledgers belonging 
to the bri cbvork.s at Th ee Cups , IV r bleton and , from all of these, it was 
pos s ible to bUl d up qUlte a omp reh n lV p ctu e of the range of products, 
prices and general fluctuatl o _ 0 f or t un I n t he br l ckmaklng trade , 

Mr, O'Shea repo- te on one act of demol t Ion, that of a house in Lewes 
which had been f aced \lLh mat.hematical t I les, mos t of whIch had been saved 
for futu r e ons e rvatlon wor k . and one pr oje ct for pres rvation, that of the 
bottle- shaped hln at Plddl nghoe . 

It was s ugg ted t hat f n s shou d be avaI l b le for the photo-copying 
of maps and do cuments and th meet1ng agr eed th at thIS was de si rable, as 
the materIa l co llected \.all u timat ly fo r m a part of the Society's 
archives. 

Volunteers are stIl l n eded t o he lp wI th reco rdIng, especially in the 
Billingshurs t and P lboro gh are a_ of Wes t Su sex and the Eastbourne, 
Bexhill and R e areas of Eas t Sus s x 

A fur t her me ung of m mbers t akI ng part in the Survey will be held in 
a year's tIme . 

INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEO LOG TRAI L No 2 - or t h LaI ne, Brighton - by Dr S , Farrant 

Introduction As BrI gh t on spr ad out\v ard~ In the late eighteenth century over 
the fossili ze d open f 1 Id sys t em WhI Ch surrounded t he old town so each new 
suburb developed a charact er Whi Ch r e flected t he pat tern and chronology of 
buildings and the domInant f unction of the area Of the four open fields 
which were adjacent t o the town (LIt t le, Hll , orth and West Laines) 
Li ttle and We s t Lalne s acqUI red an ssentia ly uppe r c. h.ss aura . Hilly and 
North Laines were not b, t he sea but th l r St e i ne frontages were mainly used 
for upper class housing. Nort h LaI ne acqUIred a "manufacturing" role very 
early and has large l Y re t a ned t hI S I mage 

Each Laine wa_ dI vi ded I nto fur l ong! of WhI Ch North LaIne had six . The 
leakways (acce ss I oad_ l be t w en each fu r ong 1n Nor th LaIne ran eas t-west up 
the slope (e . g . Glo es te r Road, .orth Road) and t he farmland was dIvided into 
strips called paul-pIece \ hl h ran a l ng t he hIl l and on which short streets 
typi cal of North LaI ne are bUll t _ 7 _ 



The e !lest bUll Ing I n orth Laine ,vere erec ted from 1772 on the 
sout he as t corner f aCIng the Ste l ne and were called North Row , The original 
K ng and Queen Inn was b UI lt as par t of the row tnow called Marlborough 
Pl ce) . Meanwhile t he e r y subs ann al cr of ts to the rear of the houses 
In 0 t h St r eet ere be I ng bUll ton , n gh t up to Church Street which is the 
boundar y be tween the 0 d town an North LaIne By 1779 New Street was buH t 
(noH Bond Street ) and s oon af t er hou es I n KIng Street were offered for sale , 

They were being developed becaus e t he ero t s \Vere no longer required 
f or the I r orI gi nal purpo e as farmya ds and due t o the pressure for extra 
ae ommodat ion and \Vork pace The ne - t r eets pro i ded access from North 
Stree t , a busy and pr ospe r ous ~hopplng cent re and tho r oughfare, to North 
al ne nd helped to determIne the t ype of future development on this field . 

Air Stree t abs or bed b Qu ens Ro a ) al 0 p ro I ded acces s to North Laine . 
The c r of ts provi ded \vOTks hop:; and 10 os t hOUS Ing for the bus i nesses 

i n or th Road but by t he lat e 1790' mo re space I as required for such 
faci ll tI es nd fo r melvs hlch I nc ease In numbe as coach services and 
private transport grew 1n I mportance fo r t he town , e.g . Wi ndsor Street 
Stables and t he s table s o~ t he Castle Inn 

From the l ate 1 90 ' s t wo ypes 0 deve l opment took place on North 
LaIne, upper 1 s s .1OU Ing a ong t he eas te rn f r I nge and acc ommodation for 
e r vi ces a 'er the r emaInder of the l and ThIS contrast Has to continue until 

the 1830 's . 
By 1800 r e at l ve l y htt e s tood on rth LaI ne as compare::lwith East and 

!Ve s t Lal ne s . orth Row had e t ended s f a r no r t h as Gl oucester Place (by 
St . Pe t er' s Chur ch) A fe ma l l 0\ of cottages f ac ed Church Street , 
Ihgney I s Stab l es and Hick t s Gardens (Spnng Gardens ) and a row of buildi ngs 
on what became t he e s t SI de 0 lchbour ne St ree t we r e the only developments 
al ong pau lpi e ces and st ood on t he fr Ts t furl ong , 

B)' 1808 a st r eet patte rn had eme r ged on the hrst fu r long (between Church 
Street and o.rt h Ro ad ) and bUJ.l Ing had beg n on se cond furlong especially at 
the e s te rn side \Vhere St. Geor ge' Place , Chel t enham Pl ace and Kens i ngton 
Gar dens were under wa but b'lldl g on the Stel ne frI nge was st I l l further 
north than on the Lal ne as a who l e , I nf l lling \ i t hin the ex i stIng streets 
f ormed t he maj or part of t he deve opmen untll . 1820 but by 1814 North Butts 
(between London nd Dl tch ll ng Ro d ) wa beI ng b 1 t on 

By 1840 when B"I ghton atlon was opene d , ~he southeas tern part of North 
Laine was quite dense l y bUI l t up bUt f rom ~hen d ve10pment on the land by the 
station took pIa e . Not untI l t he 1860's wa~ North LaIne full y built up . 
The impri nt of the L e id pat t ern and t he pa tt e l'n of d velopment is still 
evident when walking around the area 

START at the corner of North Road and' or t h St r eet 

New Road was opened in order to cl ose Ea t St r eet when the Prince of 
Wales purchased the gardens to t he vest of th PaVIlion because Eas t Street 
crossed over North St r eet and ont l nue d pa t t he Pav1 l Ion t o Church Street . 
Amongst the upper cl~ss s hops Whl ' h we r e bu It al ong the north s i de of New 
Street stood the fIrst Theatre Ro a , (1806 ) , hl Ch replaced the theatre in 
Duke Street. The lower par t of North Street , Castle Squa re and the adjacent 
part of East Street served as the to n 's fas h l onab l e shoppIng area from the 
1760 's . The upper end of North t reet bec ame a centre for carrier services 
by the early 1800's, especi a y from pubs nea r W1ndso r Street which was 
i mportant as a carriers ' cen t e unt Il the late 1800 's , 
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\' alk up t o Bo d Stree t tOHglnall ew S r ee t) WhICh gIves an im
pTe s~l on of the type of pr em1s es e r e- ted 1n the late eI ghteenth century 
althougJ many have been repl aced t t he northern end compare wi th Gardner 
St reet In ter ms of SI ze, bui l dIng mat er 1al, sty l e , appearance 0 

urn l ef t , er o. s ver Church St'eer. (or lglna l y givI ng access to the 
Tear of . or th Str t crof ts) and 1 0 0 back to~ r ds J ew Street . On the south 
5 1 e a Chur ch Stre t , t he bUl ng hleh I S no the fIs h shop IS typical of 
the la te 1700' s - ear l y 1800 ' urban vernacu a ' I n BrIghton , Next to it 
s tands a m1d laO 's b ck of mode ' ar t sans ' fla t s' (wI th a shop selling 
p lastIc on the gro nd f loOT) . Je\ Sttee~ on -e had a brewery and some walling 
may be seen , All a t.hese bUll l ngs stand on what was once the crofts to the 
rear a t North St reet's f a-ms 

Lao l ong the length of Church Street d no"[ e how Ii "[tIe of the late 
18t h cent ury and ea I 9~1 century pr per t) emaI ns, much of what once stood 
on the Home or Flrs t Furl ong of , orth LaI ne has been demolIshed . Only Gardner 
Street s t Il l ha - nIneteen 11 century bUll I ngs remaInI ng on both s i des, and a 
s ense of 5"[ 111 be l ng a tr e t. In 1 49 many s t r eets win ch had stood on first 
furlong (be t ween Church St eet and North Ro ad) I,ere de scr1bed as slums, in

ludlng P~m lCO , range I w an Thomas Stree"[ \ h h sr.ood between Gardner 
Street and Bread S1: ee t b t h of WhI Ch are VISI ble t r am wher e you are standing . 
Pi ml ico was d s rlbe as a row of wo d omed house ~ , le t at I j6d a week 
\ ithout a water suppl > ; i th poo prlvle C and a deep es spool \-Jhich \"as 
seldom empt i ed Fevers as el ated WI t h b d draInage f r equent l y raged here. 

r eet where I n peop l e Ilved \ho wor ked i n nearby shops and 
--~--~-.----------~-.~ and wa r shops or wo ked In the 1: ee . u h n are a wou l d pr ovide the ta1lors, 
boo t makers J metalwo ke Y-, e t c . t o whom the mai n street shops \.;ould put out work 
in addI ti on to pr idl ng ccomm datIon f or people who worked elsewhere . 

Go down Ken s l gt n Gar d ns (e ros oTth Road Jus t south of Gardner Street). 
Thi s is t he second f urlong of _o r th a ne and was beIng deve loped by 1820 . 
Some of t he bull I ng s ar. probably or gnat . Look a t t he sma ll s cale of 
bui l.di ngs and the "ay 1.n hJ.ch the are adapted for use as shops . 

Go ba k In to North Road (orIgi nal} 0 t h LaI ne ). On the south side of the 
o ver end of the ro d a nel'; 5 i mnnng poo l I S epla 1ng t he Baths whi ch were 

er ec ted 1n the 1 te 9th en t r } t o pr ovl e ashl ng fa 111tles for thi s 
densel y populated, rather poo area he Ba ths were re cted on the site of 
an army barrack~ wh1ch toad behInd 'the K ng and Ql een . Look I ng along North 
Road it i s po s s Ib l e to get an l mpr ~ Slon of r.h are a a it was when first fully 
bUIlt up In the 1840's StandI ng by 'en I ngt on Gardens look up to Bread Street, 
on the west SIde s tands a bIg ed brlc]< bUIldI ng \ 111ch was the to\\'J1'S second 
electri CIty generat I ng stat I on bUI lt I n 189 1 by t he Cor poratlon and c losed in 
1908 when Brighton A was bUl l t at Shoreh m H rbour . \~ wil l see "[he fir s t 
building later . lfuy Bread S r eet especl a l l 5 the fue l w s c oal ~ Possibly 
a large si t e c l oser to th e s t at l 0n ~ a no t av ai l b l e . 

Walk down Nonh Road to Che l t enham P ace and lOOK at the ma l nngs which stands 
on the south side lon the corner of t he aLle t o t h A torla Bi ngo Hall) , This 
t ype of building W8 _ , lI ke wor ks hops , bUl t I n Nort h LaI ne because land was 
availabl e and the ustomers brewers, pub~, bee r shops) we r e nearby. Cheltenham 
Place was a r ow of more subs r; ant1 a hous e but walk along the Place and out on
to the London Road , Compare t he character of houses an d work shops on North 
Laine with the l ocal b ck , bow f ronted, tal l er r a e s faCI ng St . Peter's 
Church . 
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Here 15 t he 'upper class rlnge' . Wal b ck t o Gi o e r er Road (another 
leakway) not1 clng t he \ork shops g ouped 1n t hl S area, some of which date 
from 181 0-20 ContI nue up G au este Road . lookIng down the streets to 
no t 1 e t h Interml I ng of workshop and hou_lng nd the \ay 1n wh1ch the 
' l ndustrla and' s vlce' character of Lhe area has been retalned, GenerallyI 

_t ee t s t he outh ar older t:han t.h05e to th e nor t h of this road, Go up 
to Foundr St r eet. St p on he corner and lOok at t he bmlding almos t 
Opposlte , nOlv us ed by Seeboard . nns w 5 t he fl rst purpose built electricity 
generat:1 ng statl on n Bnghton (1885) The B gh t on l ec t n c Co, who owned 
it s tarted as Hammon's Elect I - lty Co I n t he yard a Reed's Foundry and 
was purch se by Br I ght on COl porat. .on i n 1894-5 oundry Street IS the best 
surv I ng xample f th " 11gh 1ndustna l" treet, wa l k a l ong :;,t . Workshops 
and small wa ehous e on the nort h slde of t he r oad and art l an's cottages 
on the sout h A t he southern end, a metal wo. k1.ng r m Wh1Ch offers coating 
p a e s ses rem1nds us of the small. f 1rms wh o supp 1 d the needs of bUllders, 
coachworker , domestIc appl1ance makers , an SllU sm 11 sea e concerns who 
needed spe i al StS t pro I d servH.es for them n r on foundry stood on the 
northern slde . Th arI1 eSt foundr y In t h1 area was the Regent Foundry In 
Regent Street wluch i as 1n operatlon by the nud 18 O's , 

The pre -ralll'lay evel opment h 5 been e xp lored an t hp small scale 'service' 
natur e of the 1ndust les \ Ithln I t c nSldered . 1h later I ntruslons tended to 
uti l ze a cess t o t he al l\~ay statl on (GPO , Ne spaper Prlnters, Electricity 
St atlon) and t he pre-exl tlng artlsan natur of the area J orth of Trafalgar 
Street mu h of t he post -ral 1way hous1ng has been demol 1shed although the 
'upper la frl nge' b· lIt In the 182.0'5 and 18 ' s SU Vi ves on the west side 
of London Ro ad hldden behlnc shop fa de, Ht dson ' s depo Itory can be seen 
from Glouces t e Ro a , stan l ng to he St of the o l d .a l lway goods statlon 
(below the p :;sen r statlon ) . Be ause so much f the chara ter of the area 
between Gl ouce t e - Ro ad and Trafal gar St eet r ema1ns it 5 worth exploring. 
Wal k dO\m Kemp Stre t and look at the rall y s t at l on' 5 bndge over Trafalgar 
Street TI1e or ig1nal cast ~ro brIdge IS St111 dls~e rnabl e \ Ith the Regent 
Foundr y ' S nam- on i t. Re t u r n to l orth Str e t V I a Qu en ' s Road. Note the 
contrast b tween eh e off1 ces nd large _hop on the s outhern side of the road 
and t he smaller, mo t ly post 1840 premises on t he no r t h Ide . The southern 
par t of Queen's Road \ s ut t hrough S l m_ wh 11 tood at the top end of North 
Street and a 0 took part Atr treet (betl een th r e ent north end of Alr 
Street and the top of Churc.h Stree ). As \v1 t h much of No r th Lalne, t e future 
of Queen' 5 Roa.d does not s .em t be cl ar · What ale 1.he add l tlonal traffic 
problems that wlil be generated for the ar ea b the n w Boots shop by the 
Clock Tower ? 

The writer ackno ledges the he p of. 
My, R. Martin - 1 ewsp ape r e tra t from S 5sex Wee ly Advertiser 

and d~ scuss ion on bUlldlngs, 
Miss June Kn l ght - Work on Deeds re la ~lng t o the area · 

http:servH.es



