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SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL 
_\RCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY 

NEWSLETIER . a 24 OL-tobel 1979 

Note on Pres t on B ewery ,) . S. F- BlacklVe 11 

The A.I . . Bi -Cent enary A J Haselfoot 

Industnal Archaeology Tra~l No .J SF. BlacJ...\~ell 

Current Pro ject : Caul tershmv Water Pump 
Bunon _h 11 
Wes t Ashhng t-hl 

N-INUAL GENERAL flEET! G 

Members are rem~nde of the Annual General ·1eetlng Nh1Ch \.,rill take 
place on Saturday 7th October 1979 at Itch11ng VI llage Hall at 2.30 p m. 
Details are enclosed . 

S 1. A. S. NOTES AND NEWS 

The Brickmalung , rrvey 1\ meenng for members Involved In the Brlckmaking 
Survey will be h ld on Saturday 27tl October 1979 at 11 3D a.m In 
Oi tchllng V llage Hall The Souet.y A r;. ~1. 1S taLng place In the after
noon in the s ame hall, and we decIded to hold our meetIng on the same 
date this year i n the Interests of petrol economy. 

We hope that members who have attended preVIOUS meetIngs of the 
group wi 11 come al ong and bnng the lesuJt5 of any \.,rorh. they have been 
able to do d lIng the last yeal. Any other member::. who are Interested , 
or think t hey might be, WIll be ver welcome 

No separate not lfl cation of thls meetlng IS bE:-lng sent out, so please 
make a note of the date 1 0 your dIary now 

H. BEShiI K 

Jack and J ill WindmI lls. The PleservatlOo So lety has placed the contract 
for replacement of the main struc.tural tlmbers wlth t he Burgess I-hll 
rhllwrights, E, 1I01e and Son, At present ne\-i steps have been made and 
attached and t he body of the mlll and the wlndshaft supp rted prlor to 
replacl ng t he rot ten corner post. 

A grant of £ 000 has been obtaIned from the Departmen of the 
Environment 

The deSIgn and onstructlon of the fan - t al l carnage has been unde r 
taken by member s of S I A.S. and researc.h lndlc.ates that Jlll's taLkIe 
was probab ly a fo r e unner of that at Cross-in -Hand. The ta Ide for .111 1 
has been desi gned f om that of Cross-In-Hand, the c.astIngs of Wh I Ch WIll 
be used as pattel~5. J .. F. B. 
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Ind1:!.s tnd Archaeology Trails, ~'! r. Blackwel has contnb:tt£d ·... 0 t is 
issue an ' Industn al . rchaeo ogy Til ' , a walk ara nd a p rt of Br ighton 
noti g ~ ari ous ltems of lndustrial a ch ologlcal 1nter est on the ay . 
TIle Ed"tOT su ge ts thaL su h 'T al S ' be r egul ar ly I n~ l ded 1n the 
. ewslett er and hopes ha t r.!r. Ina kwell' xampl e In11 be oll m..,r ed by 
s i milar cont rlbut1.ons from other members Tr~n l s i n a town would prefer
ably be on foot but a. ca 1 ou d be appropr1.at e l n a r ur a l ar ea . LA car 
tour around the Upp r (Jus a \vas pres ented by S . Farrant in 1 el"s let ter 14 .). 
A suf fici ent number of 1ra1 1s around ast an i West Sus ex co Id p r haps 
lead to thel r eventLa l publ .at l on, 

RECENT VISITS 

The Weekend 1eetlng at Cobb I s Hi 11 on 28th and 29th July was very successful 
despIte contras~lng weather, hot on rhe Saturday and torrentIal rain on the 
Sunday . All the task s were accomp l I shed; the cog pit was cleaned and 
greased , tl e gas engine cl eaned and greased, the gas producer de-rusted and 
palnt ed, the ml ll race c. eared and the launder painted, ~ 1r, & Hr's. Jackson, 
the owner s , have as ked me to thank all Iho helped . It is hoped, with the 
photographs , Sc.a ie draWIngs, and sketches t hat were made , to produce an 
article fo r Suss ex IndustrI al HI t ory . .I.SF . B. 

Waroletcn AJ:ea I on-making Sites . A party OL about 20 assembled on 15th 
September i n pe fe t ",rea-cher at Turners House, the home of Mr . and ~ lrs. 
Beswick, where M • Beswick has arranged a smal l exhlbition of relevant 
maps, drawi n gs and ", amp le :; , til'. BeSWIck then l ed the party to four sites 
1n the neIghbourhood descrlbing at each lo cat i on the s al lent f eatures and 
hi story of t he s l t e 

The Turne r s (3r n Bloomery ha~ been dated at about 30 A. D. and is 
of the arne eSlgn as t at f ound at Levish m in E . Yor.· shlre and at 
Engsb ach in W. Ge r many. 

The Priory Blast Furnace was built f a 10\ i ng t he monast lc dIssolution 
(15 38) by John Baker and was later operated by Pe lham and St oll1. an, Both 
blast furnace and forge residue is present but there is doubt about the 
pre ci se location of the fo rge . 

Batsfo r d Blas t Furnace . Th e e per'lods of indust r l al. aeCl I ty are 
known - firs t , the ear y l ron -age b loomery furnaces of the kettle-s~'aped 
type, then a corn wat er-mill dated 1318 and finaLy a blast furnace 
built by Simon Coleman before 1574 which was apparently used for gun 
making. The site 15 now being developed for other purposes. 

Cralle Furnace and Forge. ~larked on Budgen i ~ map of 1724 but, 
according to Straker, was operating before thi s . Little evi dence is 
now left. 

At the conclusion of the visit the party returned to Turners House 
where Mrs. Besl"ick had prepared a deligl- t ful and most welc.ome tea which 
was very much enjoyed and appreciated by all present. 

E. O. 1, 

CURRENT PROJECTS 

Coultershaw \\later Pu~. The DoO.E. Area Inspector of Hi s toric Buildings 
visited the site on 231'd August and expressed himself satisfied with the 
quality of the res t oratlon work . 
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Burton ~h 1 L Trial grinding has begun and the installation of anu ll ar y 
equi pment has started.. Hrs. Ann hIl s request s volunteers f or urgent 
work (unskilled) in cleaning up palnt~vork and the shafting, Alternate 
Sunday mornings, st arr1ng on September 30th are suggested, but any 
members, or others, wi ll 1ng to help at any time should get 1n touch 
with Mrs. Mi l ls , phone: Sutton lW. Susse. ) 293. 

West Ashling .1ill . There t-Jl 1 be a \vorkday to make a survey of the 
machinery on Saturday 13th October at 10 . 30 a.m. Helpers are urgently 
needed and \1 1 any m mber ~l iling to aSs1st please get in touch with the 
West Sussex Secre ta y 1 ~1r , . G· A lnutt lphone: Ch1chester 786044) . West 
Ashling 1S abom: 5 km vest of ChIchester on B 2146 2 km north of Basham 
station . 

PUBLICATIONS 

Petworth Water Supply , Pu~ther to ~he artIcle, published under the above 
t1tle in the 19 79 1ssue of "Sussex Industrial History", the following is 
an extract from the list of documents held by the Sussex Archaeologlcal 
Society in Barb1 can House, Lewes (Ref . Piggott Family, Fitzhall Estate H570). 

"22 June, 29 Ell z. (L58 7) 

Counterpart of Barga1n and Sale by Richard Naldret of Rudgewicke, 
yeoman, to John Goble, showemaker, for £44, of a messuage and garden 
and 3 stalles adjoining in Perworthe near to the conducte of water 
and market house there, the prem1ses being Called Lockyer, which 
one John Lockyer had of grant of Harry Percey, lord of the honour 
of Petworthe, and came to John ~aldTett great grandfather of the 
said Richard w1th Elynor the w1fe of the said John, who was daughter 
and heir of Har y Bal" ,d ey." 

The interestIng p01nt is the reference to the "conducte", which 
is presumiibly one of the water-pipes or conduits. 

It should be noted, that ther6 IS a reference to a William Goble 
in Lord Leconshelds book, "Petworth Manor". This reference of 1592 
mentions a gutter, but could really mean the condu1t. P.A. 

Traditional Buildings. by J.R. Armstrong, ivI,B , E. 144pp. £4 , 95, 

EP Publishing Ltd . , East Ardsley, Wakefield, W. Yorkshire . WF3 2JN. 


The buildings in this book are the small, old - mainly medieval 
cottages, farmhouses and communal bU1ldings which were constructed 
from locally found materials such as wood, stone, cob, and occasionally 
brick . Attention is focussed on buildings in England, Wales and Scotland 
that have been restored, and can easily be visited, many of them as 
museums. As 've 11 as maps, line drawings and a gazetteer there are over 
two hundred photographs. 

England's Vanishing Windmills, by A.E.P. Shillingford . £7 . 95. Godfrey 
Cave Associates, London. Publishing books on windmills has become very 
popular recently and this one is of value for its excellent illustrations, 
both colour and black-and-white, many of the latter being old photographs 
of mills which are now derelict or have disappeared completely. After a 
brief history of windmil l ing there are sections on the structure and 
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rna hi nery and on the dIffe r ent. ypes o f I-nndmlll - pos t , sma k , to\\'el, 
dl alnage, hollow post , and composI t e mI l s . After a se ti on on til e 
dangers of destructI on by fIre and st orm, tc 1vh i h IHndml S hc1v e so 
often succumbed, the! e J.S a shon: gaz et t ee!, by old countIes. an a 
section on lost and de caye d windmll s , COplO S LY i1 us ~ra~ed Wit h 0 d 
photographs. he boo fllllshe _ wIth a use ± 1S t of '1 ndffilll s pen to 
vIsitors, again arranged In aid co nt les \ Ith 132 Llack - and - ~hite 
photographs, 16 coloured ones and many dI agrams It I S u fo r tuna e that 
there is no li st of Il l us t at l ns 

A. J . H. 

Quilt Winders and Pod Shavers B. Hugh Barty-hng 208 pp. £8 .95 
Macdonald and James, Pau t on House , 8 Sheperde s s Wa l k , London Nl 7LW 

This book, by a former membe r of our SOClety , dea1- ~H tn the Inst or le s 
of the families of craf ~ men ho made, a d e s til mak ng , crIcket bats 
and leather-covered crIcket bal s . Although t he lit r att r e about Lricket 
is probably more extenSI Ve t han for any o1..her por t , a s t udy O.L t h ' too ls' 
used by the players has been almos t entl rel y neg ect ed ; th .L S boo gIves a 
most fascinating story from the ear ' y d ys ot 'e t ~ nd Dog' down 'C o t he 
present day . It will be more 1 r~ 1 ~ea I the next Is sue 0 S ssex 
Industrial Hlstory E.O.T 

COUR E LE TURES ~ 

Chichester Museum Socie ty Lecture 'The a1s1ng of the Mar y Rose' b 
r~argaret Rule at the As s embly Rooms , Chichester . Tues day, 16th Onobe 
7 , 30 p,m, It is a PublI c Lecture 11th an ent. ance f e of 75 Hhl(.h ,, 11 
go to the Mary Rose Trust . 

W, E. A Class. Chi ches t er 'The I ndU5l a Re~ ol ton' 20 let~ure~ 
started on 24th Sept ember on ea h Monday evening at 30 p m. at t he 
Bi shop Otter College . The Cou s e i s gl ven by 01', _ ay Rl ley . Barry 
Stapleton M,Sc, and Richard Hunt B.A . Fee £850 

'Brighton from Old Photographs' . An i l lu_t r t ed lect ure by J Gray Es 
on November 17th at 2 .45 p . m. a-t lermont Ch reh Hall, Cumberl and Road, 
Brighton . 

My, Gray 1S a we l-known author and broadcas t er on a d Bn ght on and 
posses ses a unique co llection of photogr aphs . He has proTIn 8d t l nc ude 
many items of I.A , interest and it is hop ed tha t many members anJ fIends 
will support this lec ture, the first the SOCI ety ha organlSed. 

Cumberland Road 15 off London Road, Bri gh t on , at t he nor~ end of 
Preston Park . It is on the left side of t he road r r eil i ng tOi ar ds 
London and has Caffyn's Garage on ~he corner I~ I S c lose to Preston Par 
Raihvay Station . 

Chichester Museum Society. 'The Roman ir'on Indus tr. a 1:he \. al byI 

lvIr. H. Cleere B.A . Pallant House Comml.ttee Room 7. :)0 p m. on 10t h ovember . 

Chichester /'juseum Soc1ety and Sussex Industna Ar chaeo l ogy _OClett 
Joint meeting with Lecture on 'The Chalk P1tS Nuseum, Amb e ley' b 
~1L Ian Dean, Director of the Museum . Pallant Hous . C rnrn ttee Rom . 
Chlchester. 7 . 30 p .m. on 15'Ch January 1980 . 
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Practical Industrial Archaeology Course. Los ehlll Hall Study Cent.e, 
Castleton, Derbyshire. 16 t h - 18th November 1919 . 

Techniques of recording and int erpreting ev l dence; h "" l.d pr'O] eets 
and survey work; use of photography . COUI C fee £29 (residentlal). 
Details from the Principal . Tel : Hope Valley (STD 0433) 203 73 

A.I.A" Conference A. J. Haselfoot 

The Annual Conference of the A.l A. on September 14th - 16th \-vas held 
this year at Ironbridge, where the bi-centenary of the opening of the 
Iron Bridge itself is reing celebrated. For the first hme the Conference 
has been held in an old industrial buildlng, Maws l Ie Works at Jackfleld 
on the opposite side of the river from Ironbridge. Maws works, which 
date from 1852, and the Jackfield works (1883) were famous for their 
production of decorative tiles , l-I/hen they finally closed in 1969 the 
works were bought by Telford District Council and one block, lncludlng 
the main entrance is being restored by the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust, 
During the Conference delegates could watch the moulding of tlles and the 
firing of them in a small brick kiln which had been built in the courtyard. 

Two pre-conference tours had been arranged, on Wednesday to 
Titterstone Clee Hill where there are extensive remains of quarries, with 
short inclined planes down to an isolated length of standard gauge railway 
line on a long shoulder of the hill; from the end of this a mile-long 
inclined pl~ led down to the main railway line in the valley below. A 
small locomotive was kept permanently on the isolated length of track on 
the shoulder of the hill - it must have been quite a job to get lt up 
there i 

Thursday was devoted to a long coach tour on Telford's Holyhead Road 
(AS) from Shrewsbury to Anglesea, noting the man Y' toll houses, brldges, 
aquaduct and milestones for which he was responsible. We had excellent 
views of Stephenson's Bri ttanla Tubu l ar Bridge over the ~1enai Straits and 
were able to inspect Telford's suspenslon bridges over the River Conway 
and the ~1enai Straits, and also his Chlrk Aquaducc on the Ellesmere 
Canal. 

The Conference opened \.vi th a lecture by Barrie Trinder on "The 
Industrial Archaeology of Shropshire", fol l owed by members' contrlbutlons 
at which I spoke and shm.,red slides of the Chalk Pits Museum, Amberley , 
saturday morning was devoted to demonstrations of Coracle making and the 
manufacture of decorative tiles and Coalport china; an documentary film 
was also shown featuring Mr. Eustace Rogers, the last surviving coracle 
maker on the Severn. On Saturday afternoon field trips were available 
to:- a Shropshire lead mine at Snailbeach; the Longdon-on- Tern aquaduct 
and a flax mill and pumping station at Shrewsbury; the Severn Valley 
Railway and Bewdley Museum; Ironbridge Pu ~er Station and a Waste Disposal 
Plant in Telford. After a very good dinner, as guests of the Te l ford 
Development Corporation, we listened to the L.T . C. Rolt ?1emorial Lecture, 
an extremely good account of "The History of Preservanon in Coalbrookdale" 
by Dr. Arthur Raistrick, who has been involved practlcally from the 
beginning of the excavation and restoration of Abraham Darby's Furnace 0 
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Sunday morni ng \vas de oted to ", anous dlSCUS5 1.0n g po:. pri r to 
the A. C.M. of t he A I .A" and on und y afternoon elegat es coul ee a 
colou f ul ~team Ra l y at Blists Ihll .1usetun, 

Du i g the three da 5 of t he Con f er ence all delegates were able to 
V1 i the four museums of the I ronbri dge ~ o ge 1useum Trus t wi th an 
overal compl imentary ticket provi ded by t ho Trus t. 

Ve di t : the be t conference to date and well worth attend1ng. 

Preston Bre~ery , Bri gh ton . John Blackw 11 0 

Slnce my note on th i s b:ce\oJery appeared in the October 1977 Ne,~s 


e ter, fur t her 1nformat i on has come to light. 

From the Sussex Weekly Advertiser 9th - 30th ~ 1arch 1792 the f a 11 01.,,


I ng no t ice of sale by au~ti on " In one lot compri s i ng:

A omplete new- b ilt Publ1C Br-ewhouse, a good yard , Count1ng Hous e , 
Mal t Hou e, Storerooms and Cellar, a large number of casks 1n exceedulgly 
good ondition si z ~ 13 gallons to 15 hogheads , with every ne cessary 
brew1ng utensil comp l ete for .arry lng on an extensive busines . The 
ab ove premises ar e buiit and fItted up on the most approved plan and now 
i fu 1 trade,situated in Preston l~ mil es from Brighton together Wl th 
si \ e 1 est ablished Publlc Houses belonging thereto, four of which are 
s1t uated i n Brighton aforesaid, known by the signs of the Un1 eorn , the 
Hen and Chickens, the Dolphin and the Bell, one i n Preston aforesaid 
knO\VTl by the sign of the Blu~ Anchor and one other on the Cuckfl el d road 
abo t 8 m1 1es f om Brlghton, known by the sign of Friar's Oak, all of 
\hl ch may be s een at any time previous to the sale by appl ying to the 
Tenant s and the Brewehou~ by applylng at the premises to Mr. Sm1 ther-s , 
t he proprie or ." {l) 

Wh the r a sale was effected is doubtfu l as nine years l at r another 
sal notl e refers to Hr . Smithers (see October 1977 note ) , On th1 s 
o casion presumably the brewery was sai d as in his will date 2nd P1arch 1833 
Bartho lomew Smi thers of Pr-eston bequeath s to his son Henry the following 
Pub Ic Hous es , The Bear Inn, Pres t on; the Crol-'m and Anchor, Pres ton (p ossibly 
the Blue char renamed); the Dolphi n, East Cliffe, Brighton; the Runn i ng 
Horse, Klng Street, Brighton; the Unicorn, North Street, Brighton; the 
Fnars Oak, Clayton; but there is no mention of a Bre\very, What is 
interesting ab out the will is that among other bequests is a sum of money 
to Thomas Isaacson of Ewell, Surrey. By 1839 Henry Smithers was t radIng 
ith a Henry Isaacson as brewers at the North Street Brewery , Brighton , 

This business became Smithers and Son i n 1862 until c los i ng 1n 1928. 
Of t he public Houses mentioned, the Lord Ne ls on and the Friars Oak were 
Smi thers houses i n the 1920' s and the U l cur n was a Smithers house urn.i 1 
demolition late in the nlneteenth century. 

I t> Reference stlpplied by ~/lr ~ R Ol F " ~·1artin . 

2. S. A.C. OR 305 . I am indebted to Mr . J.H . Farrant for this reference . 
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Industrial Archaeology TIt IL I Pr e ston Circus to Br ~ ghton Station 
by J . S . F . Bl ackwe ll . 

Start at the Duke of York's C1nema, Preston C1YCUS , open d in 1910, 
the north and south walls of which Here par t of Henry Longhurst! s Amber 
Ale Malthouse; the brewery which adjoined was demo l 1shed 1n 1901 and the 
site is now covered by the fire statlon , Opposite on the l.ntersectlon of 
Beaconsfield Road and Preston Road is the Stanford Arm~ public. house 
built by Longhurst in 1871, a splendl.d bUl l ding situated on a tr1angular 
plot. The Victorians knew how to make somethlng of their street corners . 
Behind is the sweep of Raistricks viaduc~ for the Bl~gntOn to Lewes Rail
way opened in 1846; 400 yards long, up to 67 feet h1gh and bU1lt allegedly 
in 11 months it used ten million bricks 

Cross Preston Road and continue up . ew England Road to a cast-iron 
bridge of four spans made by the Regent Foundry of Brighton Thei r l.vorks0 

were situated in North Road on the site of the present Post Offi ce Sorting 
Office. Very few railway cast-iron over bridges remain as due to a bridge 
failure in the London area in 1891 th1S type of bridge was replaced . This 
one has been strengthened by using three rolled-steel joists ~ Just above 
is Raistricks romanesque bridge built to car ry the London to Brighton 
Railway in 1841 still standing in its original form of a large central 
arch flanked by smaller ones, although with considerable later additions 
to the west. 

Branch right into Old Shoreham Road and \valk up to Stanford Road 
on the right. Turn into Stanford Road and on the corner of Br1gden 
Street are two fine wall-painted advert1sements. Return and cross Old 
Shoreham Road; you are now in Prestonvi l l e Road under Wh1 Ch t he ra1lway 
line to Hove passes in a short tunnei . Thl S I l ne was the f1 s t steam 
locomotion line opened in SUSSeX in 1841 a few months pnor to the 
opening of the main London to Brighton line. The tunnel facing lS unusual 
being of flint. Just to the North West of the tunnel stood J1ll windmill 
which was removed over the dmms to 1 ts present s · te at Clayton by a team 
of oxen about 1852. Further on in Prestonville Road note a parade of 
Victorian shops, particularly W.E. Kilby , Family Butcher , with a 1920's 
tiled shopfront marred by a plast1c name fascia and D:Lals Shoecraft 
with a 1930's shopfront. 

Cross the Seven Dials and go dm.,rn Buckingham P ace noting the vari ed 
Victorian styles of building, particularly the roof l ines . This road 
curves into Terminus Place from where a fine view of the statlon roof can 
be obtained; note the cast iron steps running up the roof and the boundary 
wall chimneys. Note also the charming bow fronted houses ln Term1nus Street . 

The terminus building of Brighton Station 15 oc attas origlnal with
out the collonade though now sadly hidden behind l ate 1ctor1 an add1tions, 
On entering the station one must be impressed by the t rain shed now pai nted 
in its original colours, a superb expression of Victori an art and engineer
ing. The curved train shed was er ected in 1883 above the e 1stlng one 
so that the station remained in service throughout rebuilding , The fluted 
columns were cast by the Patent Shaft and Axle Tree Co , Ltd of 
Wednesbury in 1882. Note the hanging clock ivith the L B, S . CR, monogram, 
the indicator board, allegedly from the fir st London Victoria s tat10n 
but spoilt by the recent alteration to 24 hour cl ock faces. The exit to 
the car park alongside platform 10 was the site of t he bay pl atform for 
trains to the Kemp Town branch, opened 1869; note the d0lph1ns cas t in 
the canopy bracket supports , The car park is the site of Brighton Works, 

- 7 



comF .I.cted by 18 4 , the bri k pll a-rs \\ThlCh s upported p r t , having ear her 
b en obse ed f rom ~el'i Eng 3.nd Roaa 

To omp lete -che r al e t ch a 'crai n to London Road Statl on, b l I t 
n 877 , \ hi 1 WI LL t: e you a r ass Raist rI ck ' s Lewes line vIaduc t and 

gi ve you s ome magnl h cen VI e s; t hen a k back to Preston Ci ellS via 
Dltchllng Ri se and Beacons field Road , 
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