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Al\lNUAL GENERAL MEETJNG 
At the Annual General Meeting held on 19th November 1977} Reports from 

the General Secretary~ the Treasurer and the Editor were read and approved; 
copies are given below and the Minutes are belng circulated with this 
Newsletter. 

After the formal business Mr . J,C . V, Mitchell showed two 10~minute 
films on Hand-made Brickmaking taken by him at a small brickworks near 
Midhurst; Mr. Mitchell has set hlmself the task of fiimlng industrlal 
processes and crafts that are dYlng out and although the firm illustrated 
appears at present to be commercially via.ble It seems unllkely that it can 
survive much longer so that the films pr ovide an extremely valuable record 
of a part of our industrial past . Following the fl l ms Mr . John Upton 
showed a selection of slides from his large collectlon on industrial ­
archaeological subjects both in Sussex and elsewhere , 

Finally the SOclety expressed its appreclation to Mrs. Upton for havlng 
provided an excellent and most welcome home -made tea . 

General Secretary 9 s ReE~rt 

Your Committee has met three times since the last General Meeting. 
Mr. J , S,F , Blackwell has been co-opted to fill the vacancy then left unfilled 
and has been acting as Secretary for Central Sussex , The posltion of 
Programme Secretary has not yet been filled but during the late Summer and 
Autumn it was possible to arrange a few outlngs; in September to the ~1I1ne 
Museum at Tonbridge and a water~ driven pump near Brasted , and in October 
to Home Farm at Herons Ghyll z to Amberly Chalk Pits and to Mr . Charles 
Hudson's collectlon of 011 and gas engines at West Chiltlngton o About 
10- 12 members turned up at the first three V1Slts z In spite of drenching 
rain at Amberley. but the attendance at I-Vest Ch ltington; an evenlng ViSIt, 
was poor. On 1st October p a very successful jo nt meeting was held with the 
Midhurst Society at which Mr , F, Aldsworth the W. S. CoC. Archaeology Officer~ 
described the work being done by the Council in preserving the County i s 
arthaeological sites. An excellent display had been mounted by the Midhurst 
Society and some most interesting films shown, 



STATH1ENT OF ACCOUNTS 


1-10-76 to 30- 9 77 


Income and Expenditure : 
1975/ 76 


299 Subscriptions 
117 Sale of S , I,H , NO ,7 

71 Sale of Literature 
67 Donations 

8 Bank Interest 

210 Life Members 

290 Coultershaw Mill 


Appeal Fund 

1067 


110 Printing 
66 Duplicating 
23 Stationery 
50 Postage &Telephone 
16 Hlre of Halls & 

Rental of Storage 
2 Purchase of Material 

23 9 Coultershaw Mill 
Transport 

34 Miscellaneous 
497 S. I , H. No . 

1037 


Balance Sheet 

Balance in Hand 1-10- 76 
Receipts 

Expenditure 
Ba l ance in Hand 30-9- 77 

Current Account 
Deposit Account 
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51 Coultershaw Mill 
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3 0 1 
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In July, your Secretary attended the week-end Conference at Cardiff of 
"the Hlstory of Technology Group 'of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
and In September he attended the Annual meeting of the Association for 
Industrial Archaeology at ~1anchester and gave a 10 minute talk on the 
res t oration work at Coultershaw '1ill. All these activities have been reported 
1n the Newsletter , Your Secretary also represents the Count y on the C.B . A. 
Research Committee for Industrial Archaeology, and repr'e s ents the Society 
n the S, A. S. Archaeology Committee, 

The lease for storage and workshop accommodation in the old cowshed at 
Exceat Farm has been signed, the building has been thoroughly cleaned and 
the necessary doors, shutters and locks fitted in order to make it secure . 
Power and lighting circuits are now being run . 

Work at Coultershaw Mill has been proceeding steadllY throughout the 
year, the sluice-gate has been rebuilt, some of the paddles mounted on the 
water wheel, the pump and connecting rods overhauled and cleaned and a new 
coupling is being fltted between the wheel shaft and the crank shaft . An 
old barn has been donated by Lord March for erection over the wheel and 
pump to serve as a reception and exhibition centre; this has been dismantled 
and is now in store at Coul tershaw. It is most gratifying that the hrst 
award of £20 made by the Journal 'Industrial Past' was for the Coultershaw 
project. 

At Ifield Mlll the building is complete externall y except for the 
windo\.,rs and the internal cladding is well In hand. The wlnng for light, 
power and storage heating has now been flnished and the electriclty supply 
is being installed. The machinery and stones will be progressively 
installed during the next year or so, On 15th November a meeting is being 
held to inaugurate the new Crawley Museum whlch will lease the mill during 
the next year, using a second floor for its exhibitions while the two lower 
floors will be used for the mill machinery and the top floor for a workshop . 

Your Secretary , as a member of the Management Committee of the Sussex 
Heritage Trust, has been closely concerned with the future of Bnghtling 
Sawmill and the efforts being made to preserve and restore this . At the 
recent public meeting of the Trust at the Universlty of Sussex we prov I ded 
display panels showing work already carried out at Bateman's Mill and the 
work to be done at Brightling Sawmill , We have re commended the restoration 
of the water-driven pumping station at Buckhurst Park, Withyham Restoration 
work has now been started at Burton Mill and the 1929 water turbIne IS now 
running again , 

During the year we have lost 2 members by death and 5 by resIgnation . 
10 memberships have lapsed due to non-payment of SUbScIlptions and the 
number of fully paid-up members at the end of October 1977 was 19 /. 

A. j , Haselfoot, 
General Secletary. 

Treasurer's Report 

The 'CASH' position of the Society differs greatiy from that at the end 
of 1975/ 76 year but the 'FINANCIAL' position IS worse , At the last Annual 
General Meeting there was £54 in the General Fund but we had paid nearly £500 
fOI the publishing of S . I . H. No.7. Now we have £320 in the General Fund but 
are preparing for the Issue of S.I . H. No . 8 whi ch will celtalnly cost more than 
this . 

- 3 ­



We have received £111 from the sale of S,LH, No , )' In the current . 13 00r 

but, of course, the sales of this issue have now fallen off, Altogether we 
have realised some £220 since publishing . 

In my report last year I referred to the fact that an lncrease In 
subscriptions was not being requested but hoped that we mIght be helped by 
donations. This has not proved so, for last year we receive some £6 7, but 
this year it is only £24. Disappointing ! 

Your cornrrll ttee has been very 'cost conscious' on your behalf and I 
would draw your attention to one item alone in this connect Ion - Postage and 
Telephone. This year under £32; last year £50, despite increasing charges . 
This saving has meant a lot of hard work In hand delivery and deserves your 
commendation . 

Despite all savings,subscriptions Wlli have to be increased thIS year, 
not only to COVer cost of publishing S. I .H. No . 8 but to meet the cost of 
running the workshop being set up at Exceat Farm , Much needed but a new 
charge on our funds. 

I feel that we cannot manage with a full subscription of less than £3 
and I wonder whether this change WIll only mean a further increase next year. 
Perhaps we should look for something greater to continue for two or three 
years without a further increase , 

T. j . Goode, 
Treasurer. 

Editor's Report 

The customary four issues of the Newsletter have been cIrculated to 
Members and the Editor is very grateful to those who regularly, or occaSIonally , 
contribute news items, reports of activities, or short articles; he would, 
howeve r , like to stress that this is your Newsletter and that its contInued 
publication depends on items that you contribute > What may seem a small, 
commonplace and well-known item to you may well be of considerable interest to 
someone working in a different field of actIvity , and in a different part of 
the County . Members are reminded that copy should be In the hands of the 
Editor by the middle of December, March, June and September to ensure inclusion 
in the Newsletter of the following month . 

The Society is much indebted to the many Members who delIver about half 
the Newsletters by hand, thereby saving significant postal expenses, 

Owing to the cost it was not possible to produce a 197 7 Issue of Sussex 
Industrial History but investigations are being made into the possibility of 
preparing it more cheaply while maintaining an adequate, although inevitably 
slightly lower standard of production , One change that has been decided upon 
is to employ the standard A4 si ze of paper in place of the non-standard size 
hitherto used. Material is available or firml y promised for the next ~ssue 

so that it is hoped that it Will be pOSSIble to publish No . 8 early in the New 
Year. Answers to the Ouestionnaire indicate that a yeady publication is 
desired by many Member;; as with the Newsletter the possiblli ty of this 
depends on the availabilit y of a sufficient number of high-quality research 
contributions based on the valuable work that it IS known many Members are 
carrying out. 
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The Society is again -very grateful to the Members who assisted wnh 
the distribution of the 1976 (No. 7) issue and hopes that they, and ot hers. 
\, ill heip in SeCt4rlng an even more extensive disT,ributlon for Hlstory No . 8. 

E, O. Tayl or 
Edl tor " 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

There has been a fair:LY satisfactory respons e to 'che recent Questionnaire 
circulated with the October Newsletter. We have had replies from some 50 
members and several useful suggest i ons have been made, An analysis offue 
replies shows the following conclusions. 

Restoration work . There is unanimous approval foy our- present programme and 
a number of suggestions have been made for future work, all of which wlll be 

0considered carefully by the Commlttee About 60% of the members replying 
said they were willing to work on suit.able projects not too far from home , 
Society's Communicatlons , There is unanimous approval for a quarterly 
Newsletter and for its present make-up . The great majonty thought that short 
articles were an asset and should be retained . There was nearly unanimous 
approval for a yearly Journal . BeLween 25% and 30% of the members replying 
are engaged in ~prk leading to publlcation, though not necessarily with the 
Society, 
Other Activitles . All reph\!s indicated a desH6 to continue field out.ings 
and about three-quarters of them expressed a desire for more winter meetings 
though at least a third of them would opt for Satuxday afternoon meetlngs 
rather than evening ones, presumably owing "CO possib:i.e diffic.ulties with 
winter travel after dark, The majority do not wlsh to travel far, 15 miles 
being the average with near l y a third preferring not more t han 10 miles. 
Several societies have been suggested as being wi ll ing to co-operate wlth 
us in arranging j oint meetings _ About haif the replies indicated wi llingness 
to undertake documentary research If time allowed and it could be done locally. 
Finance. Nearly three-quarters of the replies showed a iHllingness for the 
subscription to be raised to £3,00 (more in a few cases) " St:ggesl.lons were 
also made for- a reciuced subscription for Senior Ci ti z.ens or for a~king 
members to pay separately for the Journal, retalnlng the SUbSCl'lptlon at i ts 
present level" 

After carefully considering all the replies and the possible results 
of the various suggestions, your Committee has decided to raise the annual 
subscriptions to £.3 , 00 for Full Members, £1 . 50 for Family fv!embers and 7Sp 
for Junioi' and Student 1J1embers. The Life Membership \\1ul be raised to 
£45 , 00" I'lith these increases the Journal vall contlnue to be supplied free 
to members . A_3 . H 

GENE RAt S, I , A. S, NEWS AJ'JD NOlI CES 

Midhurst Exhibition , A most successful "One Day Museum" was held at the 
Methodist Church premlses on the 1st October. The Industrial Archaeology 
section was particularly strong with a stand devoted to Terwick Mill, 
another covering the historical research as well as the fie l d work involved 
in the interpretation of a site where pottery had been made over a long 
period of time and a visual display giving coloured projections of medieval 
pottery types. Panels showed the work at Coulters-haw and othel West Sussex 
conservation proj ects; ther'e were also fllms of I , A . lnterest . Apart from 
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stands explaining straight archaeology and local history, there was a 
important collection of original documents and letters rel a t i ng to RlC;hard 
Cobden who was born at nearby Heyshott . With an open air assembly of 0 d 
agricultural implements, the whole affair was most valuable in every way, 

W, R, B, 

Exceat Workshop, ~1r , Gorton, Vice-Chairmanof the Staruner Pre er vatlon 
Society has very kindly made available, on permanent loan, a leg Vlce fOT 
use in the workshop . 

Commi ttee ~4embers. In view of the increasing activi ties of the Society and 
the very extensive area of the County of Sussex it has been thought desirable 
to organise the Socie~y's work on a more regional basis : than hitherto, 
Members having queries, suggestions or comments are therefore urged to make 
contact with Committee Members in their area so that no information is lost 
or overlooked and so that help or advice can be given wlthout delay , Addresses 
of Committee Members are given at the end of this Newsletter. 

'Industrial Past' The General Secretary has a few copies of the Winter 19 77 
Number of 'Industrial Past', price 2Sp . each, 

This issue has some interesting articles on: 
The Stocks-in-Bowland Reservoir Railway, in Lancashire , 
Kentraugh water mill~ in the Isle of Man , 
A possible Gas Industry Museum, near Leeds, 
The paddle steamer Lincoln Castle, the last steam ferry across the 

Humber, operated by British Rail , 
Also notes on puddling furnaces at Bolton; a smali private museum at 
Brosely, Shropshire, to commemorate John Wilkinson the great 18th century 
irorunaster; and on Sussex Windmills by David Jones, Arld book reVlews . 
Altogether a most interesting number. 

RECENT VISITS 

Home Farm, Herons Ghyll, On Saturday 1st October a small party of members 
visited the Home Farm, Herons Ghyll, where they were glven a most lnterest.lng 
talk and shown everythlng by t>1r. F. B, Sowrey, one of our unembers .. The farm 
and its history were described ln an article by Mr. Sowrey in the ApYll lssue 
of the Newsletter (No.14 ) and it was most encouraglng to see the work that 
has already been done in preserving and restoring the buildings , Of particular 
interest was the timber-framed barn, the oldest building in the complex, where 
the roof is being compietely stripped and re-tlled using the old peg-tlles; 
much work has also been done in repairing the the timber framing and weather 
boarding. Mr . Sowrey has quite a collectlon of furnace and bloomery slag 
found on a field adjacent to the farm, It seems probable that this has come 
from Oldlands, where there was a TUlor furnace and a Roman bloomery, and was 
used as hard-core. After seeing the farm we were hospitably en t ertained by 
Mrs. Sowrey with tea and excellent home-made scones, A very enJoyable and 
instructive afternoon, in fine weather 

Arnberley Chalk Pits 0 By the courtesy of the W, S < Co C a party of about a dOlen 
members were able to visit the old Chalk Pits at Houghton Bridge near Amberle/ , 

where the Southern Industrial History Centre is negotiatlng a lease from the 

Council to establish an open-air industrial museum and educational cem:re . 

We were met by Mr . Brian Johnson who gave us a most i nterestlng account of the 

history of the chalk pits which extends back into the 16th cent ury; at one time 

they were one of the l&rgest lime-bur'nlng complexes in the country 
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There are a number of kilns of different izes and dates on the sI t e , the 
remalns of a crushing mill, the engine shed for the Company;s own locomotive 
and a disused br anch-,cut from the Ar-un avi gat i on , The weather was most 
unkind to us but , I n spite of drenching ral n , the par ty enthu slastical y 
splashed through pools and followed ~1r. Johnson I n hIS tour of the site where 
he showed us a l l the industrial remaIns and explaIned \ hat wo d have to be 
done to res t ore them . A most interesting, though very wet, mor nIng and we 
are gratef u to the \-II.S-C -C , fOl allowIng U5 to vis lt the s ite and t o 
Mr . Johnson fer maklng our ViSIt so interest I ng 

CU RRE,IT PROJE CTS 

Coul tershaw Water Pump Work on the I e - as semb ly of the water\ heel and pump 
is proceeding but planning permisslon fer the erectlon of the timber building 
over t he installation has net yet been r eceivGd . The sit has, however, been 
In:pect ed by the report ing team fOI the ::>hell \vat erways Improvement Awa-rd 
Sc heme , 

Wor klng part les have dWIndled sClT,ewhat and more help would be very 
we come when work starts in the New lear . Fortnightly working Sundays are 
8th January, ~Lnd january, 5th February ~ Et c , 

Mr. Blackwell has pointed out that I n the ~1ay 1938 issue of the Sussex 
Count y Magazine there is a photograph of Coultershaw Ml i l before it was 
destroyed by fire on 8th April 1923 0 

B~rton Mill WIth help from H M. S . Daedal us t he turbine has now been overhauled 
and runs beautifully; its lean-to house has also been repaired and a new 
access bridge built over the tail race , 

It is hoped soon to run a test to determIne the power output of the 
turbine; it should be able to drive a sma 1 generator as well as one set of 
stone s . It any member knows of a 3- 5 kW gene t or, not necessarily In worklng 
rder, the \Vest Sussex Secretary lv-au l d l k to hear from hm , 

In the New Year a start will be made on the interlor of the mill when 
it is hoped that a Job-creation-scheme gang will be available 

PUBL ICA 10 S 

"THE LONDON BRIGHTON &SOUTH COAST RA WAY: - OLOME 1, ORIGINS AND FORMATION" 
by J . Howard Turner , Batsford 197; 287pp. Price £5.9 5 . 

This volume deals with the historical background, planning, construction 
and operation of the constituent members Ivhich in 1846 formed the London 
Brighton and South Coast Railway . P1r . Howard Turner t races the story from 
the Surrey Iron Railway and its later ext ension the Croydon, ~1erstham & 

Godstone Railway, along whose alignment the London &Brighton Railway was 
subsequently constructed . After reaching Croydon the Brighton Company's 
trains proceeded to London Bridge Stdtion over the London &Croydon Railway 
and the London &Greenwich Railway's me~als . 

We are given details of the various pr oposed routes and their 
Parliamentary pI-ogress and a gradient by gradient account of the construction 
of main and east and west coast line s 

The book is crammed with fascinatlng facts but IS not easy to read, 
particularly the part concerning the Par llamentary passage of the various 
Bills which is overlong and tedious . There is not a slngle engine, 
carriage or wagon mentioned; a serious omiss.Lon , That most of the information 
has been gleaned from offIcial arch ::. v (;~ is ObVIOUS and the book lacks colour 
which could have been obtained fl om local I1LwSpapers ; for example the opinions 



of the Brighton Vestry (forerunner of the Borough CounCll), who keenly 
supported the railway at a time when Brighton's popularity was wanIng , after 
Queen Victoria's rejection of the town, and who equally strongly opposed 
cheap fares on the surmise that this would bring a lower class of holiday­
maker to the town, 

Although the definItive history of the London BrIghton &South Coast 
Railway remains to be written this book is still a must for all "Brighton" 
enthusiasts, The Industrial Archaeologist will find much of interest 
particularly the possible location of crossIng keepers cottages, bridges, 
and station sites if the physical remains have not already been swept away. 
Volume II will cover a further 76 years and as many miles and I look forward 
to its publication with interest. John S.E. Blackwell 

History Now A hI-monthly Newsletter initiated in October and devoted to 
historical items of maritime interest. The first issue discusses the 
'Amsterdam' at Hastings and excavatlons at Deptford which, it is hoped, will 
reveal artefacts and even remains of Drake's 'Golden HInd'. The Newsletter 
is obtainable from 'HIstory Now', 91 Norman Road, West MaIling, Kent. 
Annual subscription £6. 

A Tradition of English Wine by Hugh Barty-King, one of the Society's Members. 
Oxford Illustrated Press Ltd" Shelley Close, Headingly, Oxford. 

LECTURES, COURSES~ ETC, 

Rolt Memorial Fellowship. A Fellowship has been set up by the University of 
Bath in memory of the late L.T.C Rolt, It is intended to assist mature 
scholars, such as retired engineers or others, to carry out or complete 
research in engineenng or transport history by enabling them to draw on the 
Fellowship fund up to £500 for travelling and publication expenses- A 
leaflet can be obtaIned from the General Secretary or fUller details from 
The Director, History of Technology Centre, University of Bath.. Applications 
for the current year must be in by 28th February, 

Brlckmaking: A progress report H. BeswicL 

The short article on brickmaking in East Sussex which appeared in the 
Summer number of the Newsletter, produced an encouraging response from 
members. I should Eke to thank particularly Mr. E.W. Holdell, who supplied 
information about 18th and 19th century brickfields in Hove as well as notes 
on early bricks found in the course of a number of excavations, 
Mr. C.F. Tebbutt, who was able to give Ordnance Survey map references for a 
number of brickmaking sites in the Hartfield area of Ashdown Forest and 
Hr. Bernard Johnson, who sent notes about his family, who formerly managed 
brickworks at Di tchling and KeYlTIer. 

In addition, several other members ofllie Society have expressed a 
general interest in bricks and brlckmaking and so It would seem that the 
time has come to make a co-ordinated effort to record as many of the sites 
as possible throughout the county and to assemble all avai lable informatIon 
about the peopled who made the bricks and, where possible, the types and 

quantities of the bricks they made and the methods they used. 
I am therefore offering, as a basls for fleld work, the appended I lst 

of brIck and tIle-makers, which appeared in Kelly's Directory for 1867 . 
How many of the sites of these businesses, whlch existed Just over 100 years 
ago, can now be traced? If members can locate any of the brickwork6 in their 
area and supply a map reference, this will be much appreciated. 
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Some of the addresses on the list, in places li ke B ghton and St. Leona ds , 
for example, may be of depots and not actual bnckwork. In fact me l arge 
coastal towns present a particular problem, as most of the brickfields WhlCh 
supplied building materials were bullt over In the course of subsequent 
development. However, a good many bricks appear t o have been brought in 
from country districts also, and these are the p a es in which traces of 
kilns, clamps and spoil-heaps may still be found and where 10C"1 inhabitants 
may still remember the nature of the operat I ons 

For those members who are not very enthus l ast i c about fleld-work, 
have another suggestion i Advertisements and ot her inci ent al Informatlon In 
local newspapers, parish magazines etc " COUld prove I nva l uable, and if 
anyone can beg or borrow these or spend some time examIning files at their 
local library, I have no doubt that much relevant Information could be 
ga~hered. For anyone who lives within easy range of the Brighton Public 
Library, there are oJd copies of the Sussex We ekl} dvertiser WhlCh can be 
consulted, and the two County Record Offi ces h ve estate and other papers 
WhICh will almost certainly prove of val ue in t hI S respect . 

To summarize, then, the kind of Informal.l.on WhI Ch would be most useful 
is the f~llowing: 

Six figure map references for any known Ites 
The extent and present condition of the slte . 
Evidence of the methods used . (Were the brlcks hand- or machine-made, 

burnt in clamps or kilns and, if the aner, of what type?) 0 

Earliest and last known operatlng date~ 
Varieties of brick. (Were there also ( 1 es , t erracotta, pottery?) . 
Any written records of business t r (ins a t lons, quantlties etco 

A meeting of interested people IS pl anned to tak e place in the early 
Sprlng, at which Mr. E. O'Shea has agreed to t ake the chalr. 

Brick and Tile MakerS (Post Office Di rectory for 186 7) 

Rye (S. Catt - Cadborough Kilns] 

Beckley (R. Paine) 

Ore (T. Henbrey) 

Hastings (W. Langridge - Hollington


W. Longhurst - Havelock Rd . ) 
St. Leonards ( H. Hughes, J. Kenwood) 

both East Ascent) 
Mountfield (J . ~1ills) 
Bexhill (H. Reeves) 
Westham (J. Dann, J. Fisher) 
Eastbourne ( Mrs. Gravett) 
Hailsham (W. Beeny, T. Smith) 
Dicker (Mrs. Cox, B. White, 

G. Guy & J. Guy) 
Warbleton (S. Cornford, P. Martin) 
Heathfield (J. Harmer) 
Burwash (J. Parsons) 
Wadhurst (B. Boots, J.Fairbrother, 

J. Smith, Smith &Boots) 
Mayfield (A. Richardson, J.Saunders) 
Rotherfield (H. Callow, C. Edwards) 
Hartfield (R) Edwards) 
East Grinstead (G. Lynn - High Street, 

C. Waters - Common) - 9 

Hams y (W . Bristow - Newin St.) 

Ch.li i J. . (1- . Alcorn, J. & R, Norman) 

Br~ghton (R Patching - 43 Portland 


SL" G. Sawyer - 99 North st . ) 
Have (S Stro ng - 8 Providence pl . ) 
Port sl d6lJ. Blaker. J.Holis, 

T . Str l nger - all Copperas Gap, 
Austin & Lee - Cliftonville Works 
& also Old Shneham rd., Bnghton) 

Burgess Hlll (C. Tulley -St . John's 

Common, J. '1eeds - St . John's 

orIginal br i ckyard) 


D1 LCh l ng l J . Chinery) 

Hurstp lerpolnt (S. Gander, T. Page 


- Sa e s Common, J . Gravett, 

R. &N Norman - both St . John's 
Common) 

'Hayw r d HeaLh brickworks' 
lmanager : W. Ashdown) 


Llndfiel d (J . Eills - High St , ) 

eu kfl eld l J . Jeffery - Acorn ho.) 

He e l d (G . ~'10 r l ey) 

Washington (T dey &Baker) 


-

http:Informal.l.on


Nutley (\Al, Turner) 
Fletching (G. Stevenson) 
Maresfield (J . Smith) 

Uckfie Id (H. Tyhurst - Framfie ld rd.o 


B. Ware ) 
Waldron CW . Barden) 
Laughton (S. ~10ppett - Common) 
Ringmer (H. Turner - Broyle) 
Piddinghoe (E . Baker) 
Rogate (G . Berry) 
Stopham (J . Pellatt ) 
Haughton (E. Hinckl ey - Broomham) 
Pu 1borough (J . Comper - North Heath, 

J. Penfo ld) 
Clapham (J . Bi~hop ) 
Worthing (J . Howell - Navarino, 

W. Longhurs t ~ Brighton r d . ) 
Poling (Mrs. Blunden) 

West Grinstead (D. Kensett - Joulsfield 
Common) 

Lower Beeding (T. &J . Norman - Holmbush) 
Crawley (W - Nightingale) 
1hree Bridges (Mrs , /1itchell, E.Silvester) 
Horsham (A. Burridge - Grub st . , 

J . D. &J . Nightingale) 
Billingshurst (C . Petar) 
Wisborough Green (J , Thayre) 
Farnhurst (J . Madgwick) 
Kir dford (E . Nash - Allfields) 
Woolbeding (S, Gale - Redford) 
Leom1nster (J . Gates - Wick, 

J. Pepper - Wick st.) 
Arundel C' Freehold Land & Brick Co. 

manager : J . Fairbairn) 
Tortington (W. Jupp) 
'Bosham &Stanstead brick, tile, 

dr ainpipe &Pottery works' 

prop: A. Cheeseman. 


CONSTABLES BREWERY - LITTLEHAMPTON , ROGER BRISTOW 

The High Street buildings of Constables Brewery were originally 
(C.1780 / 90) Newports School . In 1816, James Corfe, started a brewery there, 
which later (c . 1850's) was taken over by G. B. Puttock . Constable took it 
over in about 1870 and considerably extended the premises behind, building 
in 1871 the tall tower building of his steam brewery, the furnaces for which 
were housed in part of the buildings on the High Street . This tall building 
became quite a landmark, \.~ith its square chimney towering above iL 

JOHN CONSTABLE founded the business , He wa~ apparently succeeded by Thomas 
until his death in 1885 . THm1AS at first lived in a house adjoining the 
premises, which had originally been, in part, the little shop of old 
Mrs. Moore, "who sold the best bulls-eyes" . This house was demolisre-d on his 
death. His brother, George Sefton, carried on the business until 1896, when 
he died, aged 78. He was succeeded by ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE (s on ? or nephew?) 
who managed the business until his own death in 1927. Archie Constable moved 
into the lodge, a little further along the High Street, which was sold shortly 
after his death and demolished; Oscar Dmtsch building one of his Odeon 
cinemas on the site (opened in 1931 ). The brewery wa~ i ncorporated as a 
limited company in 1904, with a capital of £100 , 000. 

The brewery side of tre business, employing about 60 men and one of the 
largest employers in the town, wi th extensive stabling etc . in IUke Street 
just above the site of the present electricity works, was closed in 1917. 
Brewing was transferred to the Swallow Brewery in Arundel (founded in the 
16th century) and High St . Li ttlehampton became solely an off-11cence . In 
1921, the High St. and Arundel departments were amalgamated with Henty & 
Co's Westgate Brewery , Chichester , to f orm Henty and Constable Ltd . The 
ma1n brewery premi ses in Littlehampton were turned over to mineral water 
production trading under the name Anchor - Spring) , later to be taken over 
by Cantrell &Cochrane . Water for the brewer y was from a private well, 
97m deep, on the site . 
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The tall buildings and chimney were truncated in 1940 presumably to 
avoid recognition as a landmark by the enemy . The bOllerhouse in High St. 
had been gutted and turned into a shop in the early 1920's. The whole of 
the back premises - mineral factory, malthouses etc. - was finally demolished 
and the site cleared in December 1972 . The front premises have been divided 
into shops - one still a wine shop, which still makes use of some cellars at 
the rear. 

Constables owned most of the property in High St. and East St . from the 
Duke St . corner round to the present bus office in East St. and these various 
properties were sold individually at the property sale in 1929 following the 
death of Archie Constable . 

MAIN DATES 

c. 	 1780/90 - premises as Newports School 
1816 - James Corfe, brewer 
1852/1858 - fwo references to G. B. Puttock, brewer 
1871 - G. S. Constable builds the tower block, starts steam bry . 
1904 - G.S. Constable &Sons Ltd . Reg . with ElOO,OOO Cap. 
1917 - Brewing transferred to the Swallow Bry. Arundel 
1921 - Amalgamation with Henty &Co . of Chichester. 
1927 - Last Constable (Archie) died). 
May 1940 - Tower truncated 
Dec. 1972 - Works demolished, site cleared. 

Acknowledgement:. 	 The writer would like to thank Mr. Thompson of Littlehampton 
for supplying much of the above information. 

MR. COLIN PULLINGER - INVENTOR 	 JOHN BLACKWELL 

Whilst perusing the Sussex County Magazine for May 1938, the writer came 
across some correspondence concerning the Selsey Mouse Trap Industry. 

A book called "Sussex Industries" published in 1883 is referred to (and 
if any members knows where a copy of thlS may be viewed, the writer would be 
most interested to know) and an advertisement contained therein is quoted 
which lists the following inventions by i1L Pullinger. 

,rAn Automaton t10usetrap on a Scientlfic Principle 
A Perpetual Mousetrap always set and baited 
An improved Beetle and Cockroach Trap; 

hundreds in one night 
An improved Self Acting Cinder Sifter 
A Rocking Cinder Sifter 

catch 

5/­
2/6 

1/­
El.ls. 
5/- and upwards 

A Sulphur Blower to destroy mildew on vine,flowers 2/­
A Swing Washing Machine with which two boys can with 

ease wash any amount of dirty clothes clean 
Visitors to Selsey are respectfully invited to inspect 
the factory where the inventions will be cheerfully 
shown and explained." 

Further information of the Selsey ~I!ouse Trap Industry is contained in the 
Sussex County Magazine for August 1932. 
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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN I1USEUl~ 

On the re-organisation of local government in 19 74 the new East 
Grinstead Town (parish) Council found itself with a virtually empty 
building, East Court, a house of 1770 in its own grounds on the edge of 
the town centre, used since the last war as the office5 of the Urban District 
Council. In seeking community uses for the building the Tm·J!l CounCIl asked 
the ECis t Gr instead Society (an amenity society with an intere5t in local 
history) if it would prepare a small museum of local history in one of the 
rooms . The Society accepted, a ground floor room was provided free of 
charge and decorations began , In Jul y 1976 the Society held Its annual 
exhibition in the room and on 27 October began regular Wedne5day afternoon 
opening to the publ~c . 

A previous attempt at a Town Museum in the Church Tower had ended 
about 20 years before when the room was needed for Church purpose5 and the 
contents were dispersed but fortunately some were acquired by the Urban 
Dl~trlct Council and some remaIned In the Chur ch . These two collections 
formed the nucleus of our stock, together with various documents in the 
ke epi ng of the U. D. C, and a number of objects which had already been glven 
to the Ea5t Grinstead So ciety for safe keeplng . Since then, local people 
have gIven many other s and a member has loaned a very miscell aneou5 
collection of local find5 . 

The latter include a number of moulds, artefacts, etc. removed from 
the derelict local pottery when it was demolished (see East Grinstead 
Society Bulletin, No , 7 , September 1971) and a number of agricultural 
bygones, including a pair of large pIt saws and an incomplete cattle cake 
breaker said to date from the 1860's . The Society's collection Inc ludes 
a number of saddler ' s tools and the Town Crnlncil's a rare set of 18th 
century grappling irons used for tearing bu~nlng thatch from buildings . 
There are some local tokens, mld- ·ictorlan quill pens from the local 
manuf actory and several househo l d bygones , There are many photographs, 
includlng a unique one of the town's first raIlway station (sadly faded), 
some draw i ngs and paintings and a number of late 19th and early 20th 
cent~ry printed and !1S records, including scarce guide book5 and 
directori es . There are some maps and a few plans of buildlngs . 

Not all the material is on Vlew, of course, but access to the 
undisplayed stock can be arranged for student s on written application 
to me at Sackville School, East Grinstead . The Museum is open to the 
publi c every Wednesday from 2 to 5 p .m., admission free (fOllow signs 
to tourist information offi ce, ample fre e parklng) and visits at other times 
for private parties can be arranged by apply i ng to me. 

When the 11useum is cl osed it IS stlll possible to see something of its 
resources (usually supplemented by special ad hoc loans) in the cabinet in 
the entrance hall to the building where we mount temporary dlsplays changed 
ever y two months. Subjects covered already have included the East Grinstead 
Pottery, local photography and photographers, lo cal bottle5, local leather­
working, local firefighting and local sUlveying and valUIng in the 19th 
century. Many ~f these displays are backed up by specia l articles in the 
Soc i ety's Bu I efin which is Issued three times a: year and also contaIns 'Other 
articles which may interest the indust rial archaeologlstS . Sets are held by 
the princ i pal librar i es in the county, the Sussex Archaeo l ogical Society , 
Wes t Sussex Record Office, the S. LA . S . and others . 
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The SOCIety also publishes postcards, a book l et of remIniscences, a town trail 
and souvenir progranunes to its annua l exh i bltlon s , The programme for 1974 
includes a five page article on the history of t he town's trades and craft s 
and a two page annotated bibliography , A pr ice lIst of publications and 
copIes of all those still in print may be obt aIned from me. 

The Museum is now faced with a new s tage I n It S life as it has been 
offered the use of two rooms upstahs in exchange for its existing one 
which is required for a furniture store and has been found to be su ffering 
sen ously from damp. The opportunity ,n I l be t.aken for a more coherent 
l ay -out ~ the chronological story of the t o n I n one room and artefacts 
and related bygones in the other . We hope I t wII inspire more donations, 
now that we are successfully established, Ou! r i t erion for acceptance IS 
use, manufacture or purchase in East Gr lnstead or descrIptIve or other 
re I vance to the tOlm, In order not t o be oven helmed with them we have to 
l i mI t the general bygones that we accep t ­

This work, and the maintenance of the ~1us eum, of course require money . 
The Museum was launched with £100 donated by a member and £100 from the funds 
of the funds of the East Grinstead So le t y . It I,'a s deClded that the fvluseum 
should then be financially self-support Ing or the Society's money could all 
be absorbed by it and the Society its e l f b orne unbalanced in its activities. 
Our only income is from visitors' don at lons and f rom the sale of booklets 
of local views, c .1880, genuine origIna l s presented by a local tradesman 
who found a stock of them in his attlC . 

Our aim is to provide a Museum of Eas t c,rlns tead for East Grinstead 
but it is hoped it warrants the support of p6opl 6 from a wider area and of 
more general i nterests , We shall always be gl ad of VIsits or other support 
from i ndustrIal archaeologists and are mo st anx l C· U~ that our resources 
shoul d be made available to aSSIst theI r resear ch and that of any other 
historians . 

East Grinstead Society Th e General Secr etary has t he September issue of 
their Bulletin, which contains, among other items, an article on 'Cloth 
Working in East Grinstead' by ~~ . J, Leppard . AlS O nmv available is the third 
set of Postcards of Old East Grinstead depicting the Cattle Market (1905), 
the Fair (1896), St. ~~argaret's Orphanage (19JO j, J M. Neal's family, 
Sackv .Ll l e College, (1885), and groups from che 1',la ter Kats Swimming Club l189S); 
the cards are obtaift~bl~ (35p plus postage for the set of S) from the Society, 
c/ o Barclay's Bank, East Grinstead . 

STOP PRESS 

It has just been announced that Mr . John Upton, one of our very active 
Members and a Member of our Committee, has been warded a Degree by The 
Open University, We congratulate him most heartil y on this hard-won and 
very well-deserved achievement . 
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