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A F-anu ly Farm and rndu~tr1al Archaeology 	 F . B, So\·tr ey 
A Tour around ~he Upper Ouse 	 Farr an t 
Current Proje~t~: Couh:ershaw 1111, Ihe l d Mlll , We 1 Pump , as t GTl. s t ead . 

Water 	Pump, We sterharn S'mmary of hr or ctivit ie s . 

----- (,ENERAL S. I A. S. NEWS AND NOT! CES 
Stor age and IlJorkshop Accommodat i on, The Eas t Su s x County Caun o l i s grant i ng 
us a lease of part of the old bUi ldi ngs at Exceat Farm . the Seven iste rs 
Country Park Cem:re; Ifh1Ch w1ll glve us good stor age and \ orkshop accommodation 
unde r over ana hlCh an De ecure~y l ocked . A ,pal r of old mll l stone from 
Lewes ar now stored 1n the yar ~he r nd i t 5 expe cte that we shall be 
abl e ID _lgn the lease and ge t f 1 a ce s s ln t he near fut ur e . As soon as th i s 
15 done we 5ha 1 need a worki ng par'y f or cieanlng t e bulldlng, n od cows hed, 
1 pal r~ng th~ doors and locks and t ransportlng var l ous ltems of equi pment 
t hl her ; also for runnlng a supply for llghting and power tools as soon a te 
de~alls for -ChlS can be worked out . 

Study 	Groups It 15 suggested hat Study G oup act ~v t les should be en couraged 
an extended, both reglollally and fo r ~pe ial sub ject A possible lis t f 
sub j ect or Stud Group work lS given be lmv: 

Br l ek 	mak ing i n Sus e', lnc lu lng t1l es and othe r Clay produ 5, 

Glass 	maklng In the ~~eal d > and possib e prese r vat l on of t he gl as s furnace at 
Lox ood 

Sussex R1v ers and Br:idges, based on Mr . John on 's many notebooks now i n the 
S .A · S Llblary at Barb ican I-lolls e 

Sp:innn~ng and .... eaV:i.ng of wood and flax 1n Sussex , also fuillng . 

Salt , 	 gunpo\der and ~hemlcal production ln Su s ex. 

Tannlng In Sussex nd Ie ther\o klng generally 

Shipbulld1ng 1n Sussex 

Mlil tar) englneer1ng J.n Sussex from the earl i st t lmes to t he present d y . 
Sussex loJa_ one of the main de en e coast of Br taln , pr obably the most 
lmportant 

Any member who wOUld be prepared t o act as I e d I S of groups, eith r for 
reglonal or subject studie5 , hou ld get in ouch lth the eneral Se re t a ry. 

Bulletlfl of the Ed.~t Gnns (ead Soclety The liene al Secretary has a copy of 
the November 19~6 :i~sue ( a 20) of this Bulletln, It conta1ns short ar t icles 
on the Constltut ion BUildings at the ~'lest End of the H l h St., on t:he W H.Mil 5 

Manuscnpts amassed ~n the earll years of this centu y and dealing 'th t he 
tllstory of East GunS'tead , and on th rt of Wat er D1vinmg . 
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Ir ~ '. l.:!_ /'~ s The Genera l SeLre 'ta y no" h as a number of OplS of the Spring 
~ J.;sLe tr}~ i tere ting .lHt:le magann. The r e sent: ~ue contains 

.i .es I.. n - , he Good Lur ' Lead Mlne, ron or d' Wethe 1995 Coun . Pottery, 
PenIl t h, one of t:he elv sur l.ng t acl1 't on 1 e rthenware pott . H>' S and a 
" he dt.l d ncien t Mom...ment; , averlY', the as t survl. 1ng s e ago i ng padd l e steamer; 
Indu t n a Hl or y Essex, and The LOI~o d Tramway ~ which se:rv d old gunpowde r 
wo r ks in the Le en alley, CwnbLH:i 1he l.S5Ue also on't a1.ns de't al ls 0 

arlOUS I < S t:e to see l.n the No!t:h ot England, 

The Genera ... 5 CIetary ha" detau ~ egan.llng the hire 
the 1U5t011-': (anals of Central ·ranee . The barge w s bu i t 

. 3 jear", c.arrying wheat f rom Altonmouth to Pe:;:'sh re l n 
l or e t e . s h r e; It h~s been restor~d as a hOllda b rge fo r par y a 12 persons 

nd may b h1 r e ci for £400 tor weeK O{ ~600 tor two week~ ~n 1 1no a cre~ of 
t 0 ), 

E s t Sus sex Museum ServJ.Le , Le es The Servll..e 5 organJ.sl.n g IOpen Day s ' 

between Sat urda), Ap n 1 16th and -atU:Lday ApTll 23rd Inc u s 'v e (lu a m. t o p m. ) 

On displ a wi 1 be Mount.ed n'mais and BUds, An.hcleology . !{l. s1:ory Co llections, 

Transport Model.s , Penod L ~ tume 0011:., Modern Potter}. Crafts from many 

Coun nes and Slup MOdeL . 1 ~s hoped that memoers -li ..t1 r ecel. ve t Ins e\v~ l e 1: t el 

1n tune to take ad\; antage of t hlS e ent The 10 at on :; Baro s Down Br g t on 

Road, Lewes . oppos te the Pr1 on) 


Ga s P ant The SO Cle r ha~ been gl.ven an a et)l ne gas p~ - t made the The 

Ace t l ene Gas Corp - Lt:s . , of Wes tJlUnster ThIS 5mall p lant lo!as 'Lo.s ed ' or I i , Ltlng 

t h Chu r ch at Vln s C 05S nea Heathfie d A ~mall asholtler L s upelirrpose 

on the wat er- d p gene ator and there 15 a :.cpaL t e mOl ture and u t f I l ter 


CU RENT PRCJECrS 

[oul tershaw M1ll IVo r k l. S p l'oceed ng normally The fle.u l coup i ng betwe e n 
the \'I'hee1 and t h cr anksha f I in hand of t sl.te, the new beam gUIde 1$ ready 
for erec.t.lon and h e S1U ,:e has been c.ompleted and 15 1n work1 ng rdcr. The 
Press has paid a . blt and t ake n h e photographs tor local paper 
Ifield MIll The pen t o ' k snd 5 uice are noW fl. n1She and wa Lk on the \ heel 
and wooden launder 1 5 1n h n . BU11dlng work 1 nearl), ,omp let e and 11:. I S 

hoped It may be p o slble to 0 en the bUlld ng t t h pUbll _ some t l. me t h '$ 
summer, even 'chough th rna hl.n ry may ~c.t be runnL g , T\.;o runne r sto a s , 
3'10" diameter, a r e n eded. 
o dWell-Pump, n ar East Gunsteaci I~e have recently been to. d of an early 
20th century we I-pwnp n 'the gard n of a house a'l: Ashur~ t\yood, ear Eas t 
G i nstead, and have . ns e cted th:. The earlng at the well-head was d J v en 
through belting by an all englne mount-ed alG gSlde . and a reclproc atlng Lon 
r od goes down to t:he pump at the bc..ttom of the wel l. The e qu l pmen h b en 
offered to u and ~ l. n 'tend l: S Ive I t and PUl: 1'1: I n st r e or t he pre se _t, 
but as the well S 0 ' to 70 1 deep It ~1 1 be qUl 'te an un ert akl g t o e t r act 
Lhe pump from the bot t om The gear1ng 15 of Amerlcan rna an d p e~L~ab ly he 
pump also . 
Ol d Water Pump l n Kent. most Interesung.9th em:ury \ ate -dr i v n p wnp has 
r e ently come t o l lgh t In South WE: t Kent Si'tLlated at TQ460S3S , s outh of A25 
about half-way bet ~~e n We_l.el ham and Bra5ted, on p r I vate land, 1t supp h e d 
\.;a'ter to several r arms 1n the area. he .LOn water whee l , 1 'd ame ter X 5' 4" 
\vi de> and in ramal ablY good ond1 tl.on , is ~upp lled tram a large p o d throug 
a le a t \oJl th a by -pass slul. c HI the b d ot the l eat. The ~ ee l o',e , thr 'ugh 
.• 45 /1 step -up gearIng, ~wo crank - shafts, eaen operat lng a s lngle-cy i nde 
pump" The connec.t.lng ods from t:he ClanKS t the pump have be~n Temoved and t I e 
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t~ps of the cast- ' r n upports for the pump-shaft guide bearings broken off; 
.;' . .Ju.s l y to bta ' n the bron ze bearing liners as the upper ha l ves of the .. hee . 
~:,~ft and r ank -sha ft bearings had a so been removed and the upper half-bearing 
Ine s for these N", re gone. The machine r y is be :mg cl eaned and r enovated b 

a par t} of boys f rom a s hoal I n Sevenoaks and, whi le leari n . out the rubbish 
r 10m the bottom of the pump-pI t , the t \O conne ct I ng rods and vari ous other 
part s were di covered , whIch has made i t pos Ible to detennine the probable 
ar angement of the dr ive from the crank-shaf s to the pumps 0 As mentioned 
ear b er, the pump is on private gr ound , and any members wi shing to inspect 
It hould get in touch wi th Mr . A.F . Tul ett at The Wil dernesse S -hool, Sea 
Ho ll ow Road, Sevenoa~s . 

Edenbridge Water MIll One of our members, 1 r. Al n De 1 t has r ecently embarked 
on t he restorition of the o_ d wat er mill at -denbrld e, Kent. he mi ll, 
b l onging to D.H. Honour & Son, IS on t he Eas s ide of B2 0 26, a ht tl ,'ay ~ orth 

of the bridge o' er t he R. Eden (TQ444460). A 12' di amt er. 5 '4" WI de l ow br a <.:t 
-shot wheel is fed from the Kent B 0 and discharges into lhe den. The mi ll 
da~es fro m the mid-18 t h century but the present b ' n floor, wi t h lucam, wa ~ 

added in the 19th cen t ury . There are 3 pa rs of stones, t he third ones havin o 

been probably added at a later date , and one of t he orI gI nal pai rs has been 
dIsconnected from t he water wheel dn ve and is drlven by an elect r ic motor 
t hr ough l arge I ron bevel gear s. In 1968 the mill was sub Je cted t o a ioh:nt 
f l o d, one result of \"hl ch was to f r acture he 10'4" diameter pI t - wheel I nto 
two unequal parts, the lower and smaller of which was found re s ting on t h 
bottom of the wheel-p i t , The repair of thi s wi ll certai nl y be a ma j or j ob . 
. ny member v;ishing to see the mlll , or help i n t he res torat i on \vork , should ge:: 
I n touch with Alan Dell at "Romila", lIil ders Lane, Edenb rldge, Kent , 1. 8 6JU . 
(Te l: Edenbridge 30 73). 

1'------------------­

~\PRIL 1 S T , 

ALL F 0 0 L S DAY 

But of cour se you \ ere not fool sh en gh to get u· ht out 

and forget to send us your 

19 77 SUBSCRIPTION 

or were you ? We hope not. 

If you l.;e1'e . send it NOW to the Tre asurer: 

T J, Goode, 
~ O , t. Pe t er's Road, Se fo rd, 

Full Member , .... . .... ... . ..... £2 . 00 J u ior Membe r (Unde r 18) "., . . . . SOp 
Family Member at same a d ess" . 0.00 S t~udent 1emb r (Full t lme)." , . , 5 P 

. . B. Members who pay by Bankers Or der c n sit back, ~mile and ignore t his 
notice, but please check that your bank has not -lipped up and be_n 
caught out. It can happ n j 



1St ~ 

he Soc ety 5 aCtl e In many dl ferent e lds and the 
~ l' (. n l , other than t hos e r orte on at 

grea Ler l enbch el~e~he e ln thl~ 15 i b of In e r st to member s in 
showJng ~J ~ many P vJ Ct In W ch we re .Ct IV , e I ther Independently or I n 
a- oper t :n wiLh her r g anlSBtl.O 5, 

Lewes Bakery . 	 Ob jects from thl_ are 0 1n store el ther w1th us 
or 1th the S A S. At our suggeStIOn the four b · n 
went to the mlll at MQ helham Pr Ior 

Lewes mill stones. 	 . pair ot ve ry Old 4ft lameter gIlt S~0nes. 
prc~ent~d by Lhe Lew~~ 0 C , are n0~ 1n s t or e hese 
er found on a ~onstru tlon I~e and no ted by our 

Member, E ~ O'Shea, al t hough t h Ir of_gLnal sour e 
15 not knc.wn 

He a hfleld atur 1 Gas 	 Phologlaphs and adVl ...e on t he loc at 10n of 1tems a 
g ven to Lhe Heathheld and W&!dron Pans 1 Counci l. 

Old Gun on G nl el gh Le\t e1 W &re negotl.atlng wI th b S C. c- to r the 
pre5erva~ on at thIS, poss1bly t East ourn, . 

Bur1:on h 11 . 	 clV .Lle glven t.o a member, ~1r :> , A 11111 

Upper ~ll11 J l umpton dv.lC glven on the restorat1 n of t hIS 

Candle Factor y, Le \€:· 	 ~ ha E supported h~ alLer B1 e use of th1 S y 
practIslng craft men. 

Brightllng Saw ml 1 	 We ha~ submlt ~ed a fu ll port , WIth draWl gs , 
to the Olvne! and alternatl\e use .I..:> be ng cons'l e r ed. 

Goldstone, 	 Our L. d Eng.ln .1.n store there needs cleanIng and 
c:I­gr a.s1ng before transport co uture home 

VOlunteers needed, 

Withyham Pumping S'td.t l n We h e a...... pted th1.5 a a. restor atIon proJect . 

Bearsted pumping st aLl.on W haVE; also a\..,cepted t hlS S a rest o at on ro : ect. 

Oldlands Mi.1 1, 	 A r port hd.s been made to he assock s Amelllt 
As~vC.l.a~IOn 

Lowfield Heath MI ll 	 Local Vo l untee s needed f Ol es tox-atlon, 

Clayton post mi ll (J 11) 

an 

Volunteers needed for maIntenance and re to at l n . 

s to a t lon of thi sHigh Salvington Ml 1 

Fittleworth mll 	 He l p has been requested for the res t a at i on of t hi s. 

Any members who \vou ld llke to vo nte r fo r \~ o rk on the r estora1.10n of t e 
windmills incil ate hould get 1n touch \ 1th F . W Gregory, t 292 Dyke Ro ad , 
Brighton, Bl SBA . 

F B SO tREY . 

r~embers may be lnt r st~d ln a project to combln modern r pQ"Oduct l ve 
farming with Indus tn al rc.hneo.lOg In a range of 1&th/19th centur - f r rn 
buildings at Heron ' S Ghyll, Uckfle l d lTQ482268J­
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The sI t e wa, chosen by t he fi torian wri ter Coventry Patmore who had 
acqulred nd r ename d the e s t a te , be I ng s he ltered f r om the s ou t h-west WIn s 
an we ll wat ed by a sprIng-fed p ond . Here , a r ound the year 18 70 his 
coun ry masu~ bui l t , aft er is own de s i gn, a bal I ffs cottage in stone , 
wlth t rnber -framing an' ti l e- anglng, in t he Go thlc -rev1.val s ty e and at t he 
s ame h me removed and rebUI lt the f a rm bu i dlngs from another e a rlie , s ' \i. e. 
Thes e farm buil ding_ comp r I sed a ti be -framed , peg-til ed Suss e . b" . , a 
Slmi ar cart shed , and stone abIes. S e twent y ye ars l a te r du Ing t he 
owne r shIp of MI nna, Dl he ss 0 Norfolk, the s tab es \~ere moderni s e d and t he 
farm compl eted by th ~ addl t on of c hou es , bu ll and a lving pellS, daIry , 
feed store nd a range of pig . t Ies; a I of t he s e be1ng extensively lal ed 
as (i comp l t e u m t and supp i e d by est ate water. Th co ,p l e x 13 Ull ue In 
remaInIng VIrtua l ly as bu I t e ven t o h cast-lro p ' g r y do rs and pate nt 
feedlng troughs made b, t he St . anc r as I ronworL , and Archi ba d r. 'adr ck 
&Son s lHat fle fd s Pat ent o . 23~4) su ~ pended sli~~ng door fit ting 

The bull dI ngs ceased to be used a bout .wenty years ago and have 
consequent ly de erlO at e d - t he r oo f of the pi g s tle s had fal l en i n WI t t 20 f t , 
t r ee growing th r ough t he gap . The first task ther efore h as bee:) to stop 
further de c ay and start r es torationo Rebu ' ldIn " r oof rom the w .L S up I S 
st a ight f onard but t I me - consumIn g and mat hIng peg n nlb tIles c.an s t 11 be 
f und . WIndow mou dIng s c ont i nue lit tle change. , but t g ed and gr oo ed 
boardI ng of sufflcient thl ckness and VI. t ori an p a-c t ern fo sp li Cln g -nto 
stable doors and the 11 e had to be fash10ned .L rom new plankIng. The s ha fting 
and pul l y in s tal 'ed I n th e barn ea l y i n this century ope rat e d chaff-cutter, 
m ngo ut te r , grinder and an outS I de dr Ive fo r s awbench or !:hreshe r. It Nas 
ongl nal ly dnven by a 5 hp single- cy l i nder doub l e - acting Ruston f o rn~by 

stat l nery engine . 
Reconclh ng modern farmi ng methods \ 1 th Old awkwar I y- shape d buildin s 

most l y with small a reas and na r ow 1n e n e ni ent doo s I S not e asy , The Jabou 
- I ntenSI ve unl ts of a entury ago woul d be gros lyuneconomic t oday , an ( t o 
fa r m p r ofI t ab ly wlth o l d bUIl ding ca , 5 fo~ the car f ul choice of actl 'i ti 
par 1 ul ar l y if the basic appearan e of t h buil dings is to be r e t aine d . Tnere 
is b t t l e g i dance av a I labl e , and p enr.y of s cope f or an Imapnative approach. 
In any case , at Herons Ghy 1, the e a e too m ny b ll d l ngs f or the a .... re age (or 
he c tar ge) involved and aiternat l e u e must be fo und 1f the y are not to b e 
maln -c aine d as an art:!. £lei al 1 xu y , or 1 eel to fall Into dec ay - i n t 1 

l nstance, planning appllcatlon has been ma de to convert the o l d cart- or se 
s t ab es into an agricultural dwelling , 

The se a e st 11 camp I atlvely earl days for the proJe t: when ~ne 
h I s to r y h as been comp l eted and greater e p e n ence gained i t wl ll b t:: reco ded 
t or Sussex Indust rial History. 

A SHORT TOUR AROUND THE UPPER OUSE S FARRfu\lT 

In addition to formal vi si ts a rran e d b the SOClety, Membe rs and li e r 
riends may like, durlng the comlng summer, t o make a person al explor a ion 

of "[he are a around the Upper Ous north of Lewes . The foll01 i g t ou J.', 
devl.sed by Mrs 0 Sue Farrant, cove r s many it ems of g.ene r a i. and indus t nal 
archaeologica l i ntere t . Total dI stance ab u t 30 iles ;tart ing fr om Le\~e s . 
, a ture of the Area 

The area inc l ude s examp les of t he ar l e I landscap e of the Wea l d , 
5u-h small field s enc osed by high he dges whi ch ar ca l e d sha\ s, GlfimOn 

l and , p lant ar.ion;:;o , and a t She ffl eld Park a 1a dscap e 101 i h was p l anned to 
enhance t he sL eep ~lopes and streams ~ l th Wh l. h theW a Id abounds. he streams 
are a l t r l butaries of the n var Ouse which have p r ov l d d wat er powe for ~he 
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proce. s ::. ng 0 c.ereal s and oil seeds , They also powered the forge of the iron 
ind" ry Whl h wa part i cular l y actIve in the sixteenth and seventeent h 
centuTIes but whi ch was rapid l y ext inguished in this area in the eighteenth 
entury 

fJ.though t he water power pro i ded by the st:ream was I mport nt and t:he 
vau eys pro ~ Ul table for dammi ng , t r ansport ~as a problem a t he heavy 
sall s and t:he abundan e of st eaIL made road corrunum tjon dlff i u t An 
a dlt 1. on a prob l em a the relat I vely 10 population dens ity and the general y 
lSp r ed et: t l ement . The ms) or settlements I n t hIS area CUckfIeld , Newl k, 

Maresf Ie l d , Fletching) are sm 1 an much of t he populatIon In Lhe past l lV d 
1 • hamle ts or scatte red f armhouses Farml ng 1as ne er very wealt:h} nor was 
t he l ndus·cry gener ating much em l oymem: once the \qealden .Lro de hned Even 
t IllS haa been se sonal. The Tl er Ous e \.,a5 often not deep enoug to be of 
mu h u .. e ntl p a.nn d Impr ovement s we r e made ar north as Rye1and Bndge 
betweAn 1791 and 812 . When r al ~ay we re bUllt to s erve the 5 attered 
sett lement s the ar ea I-Jas not: \ve a l t hy enough to support: them, nd they l ased 

The area represent s evidence of p st enterpnse \.,lu h may also be se n 
1.n other pa r t s a t:he We a l d In order 1:0 appreciate '(he eVOlution of he 
pat t ern of se Lt ement and and us e :1 t :lS valu ble '( 0 read chapters .., to 5 
in The Land_cape, efet r ed "to in t e b1.bHog aph) > 

Rout e [Number squar e br a.ck~t_ r e re to sub equent l llformat: on about 51 t es J 
Le ave Lewe s by the Eas t: Grl n~t:ead (London) Road, A275. 
After about mIle p o. k on the eft at t. , e Chal k Pl. t Inn \.TQ401114) 

On t he r1ght: 1S v:t ew acros s t:he Ou e aller t:o Lewe ) the Hamsey Cut and 
Hamsey Chur .h [j Al so I mmedi ately be 0\., the road ar e I.he remaIns of the 
o £ham l W :tned-p l ane r allway [2 ] . 

Cont l nu on t he 275 to Ofrham Ci mile ); turn r lght t o Barcombe; after a further 
2 mi l e turn rl ght againan~ p k ~ the Ch . h . 1I' ular pen-sided 
hor s e gIn I th t hat: hed roof sLand near the chur h , t Cour t Lodge Farm [3]. 

Continue t o Bar-combe Mlll!O (TQ4 33148) about 11; mi le , t o see t he remalns of 
the Upper Ouse Navl gation, P1kes Br dge and the remain of Lhe t ~o lock 
chambers [4 J ~nd [5J o 

Return to Barcombe Cross and, t urning ri ght , t a e the 0 d t e", · ck 
At Newl ck turn left westward ) a ong t he A272 t o i ts j unctl on l t h t h A275 

at Nor th Chai l ey; turn i ght (nort hwards) at the j unct i on Near by 15 

Challey MI l l TQ387214) a 19t:h cen t y Smock ml l l on br l k base 
Continue on the A2 75 to She£ leid Par k stati on, the term.l.nue of t he !B luebe ll 

Ll ne! to Horsted Ke ynes , and She f h ld Bn ge \ hi h cross s the Upper 
Ouse Navi gat lon. (TQ4 05 36) 

Sheffl el d Park , once the seat of the Eal l s of Sheffl e d , WI 1 be on your right ; 
the garden ar e now owned by the I ational Trust t Lh House , bu It 
be fo r e 1779 by James Wyatt for the h st Ear l , I S n Il p vate y O\v11.ed 
though open to the publi co 

A mi l e pas t She ff i eld Park 15 Fu~ners Gre n wh r e there is a r I ght hand turn 
TQ409' 59j . Park the car and walk t SheffIe l d ~hl1 Pond (about i mlle) ; 

the path~\'"ay I S t:h r ough the ga t e on the nght (east) JUSt eyond he 
J netion [6] , 

Re turn to Shef h eld Green and t urn e t t o Flet. ~hlng 1".0 Vle a small hnea 
19th centur y sett:leme t and t he i ronmas te '5 gr ave In the church)ard. 

Turn le ft 1n Fle t hing to rejoin the A· 2 (821 02) t Pl ltdown Tl.Arn left (east ) 
to Mare s fie l d . 

In M r es f lel , put the car in t he par J us t oppo _ ~ t e t he ) Unctlon .1I.h th A2 
or tArn n ght ( south) and par k on t he playing field beyond the c urch . At 
the junctI on is Bow Be ll mlle ~ tone 0 .4 
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Wal k 1: 0 che si t e 0 - the l r on worklngs, t arti ng up the n r r ow track on the 
r.ort 1 slde of r.he p l aYlng fleld t owar ds Park Farm (TQ4 65L 7) . 

C ntlnu t t he mll! pOlld as de cribed i n Not [ , about 1 mi " from the sta t . 
Retu~I.1 1 g to t he ca cont i nue n t he A22 and subs e uent ly the A26 back t o J 

Lews,:; 
A detou may be made am the A26 to Isfie l d where a mid- 19th ntury Ivate ... 

ml and an ear y LBS R r ail4ay statlon (nmv w.: thout -r acks ) may be seen 
ITQ4498 1 n 4 2 7i ) _ 

NOTes on the Sltes 

[1] Hamsey Churc.h Po~s -,-b ly ma ks the s te of a me dieval vll1age (Brandon .129) 
des erted as a resu l t of t he retreat of settlement Ln t he la e fou te nth and 
I t t..6nth entUIJ.es · Pevsne de scIlbed the church as hav1ng a ~orrr,an nave a!1d 
",hancel­

[ J The lncllned-p ane r a1 lway and 1 mel'lorks at Offham - TIle Cl ,l1k Plt Inr 
marKS the SHe of a 1 - mel.;orks and an lnclined rallway _ The Inn 15 On t he south 

l d f d ar ge 1.1a [ 'j, beh1 d hl eh 1S anothe r . sma l e r one . On the ot her s _de 
of the road a ength ot b 1 k wa l l m ks t he sit e of t he l nciin"d-plane ra llway 
whch opetat ed do.m the steep lope Whl h may be seen by 10 _king over the wall · 
Be ow the s l ope on the f oodp a i n t h ee art1 ici a l cuts on the i r can be 
seen, I ncluding the Pa ermi ll Cut . 

The descriph on of t he in lined plare i n thi s note is bas d maI nly on the 
artlcle by Mlchael Robbi ns , ci ted 1 the blhl i ography_ He note that t he 275 

s L-arTled on an embankm nt: 70' long with a 35' h1gh re t alnlng wal on t e 
east s l de , over the p r apet of 1.vhl Ch you l ook to t he r iveT The embankment 1.$ 

p erced by n o steep ly- sl opIng tunnels ) bo t h abom: / I lde, 'lhich n be . een 
by peerlng over the r tainlng wa I a ready de c bed . e wal l 1 s ppor ed 
by maSS I ve butt r6_ e _ on the aa t . de; as he 5 ope 1 1n 2 thi can be 
seen as very ne e sa y. 

The stone blocks on whlch the a11 s wei e laid were obtalned at ~ych r,ross, 
ne ar Fores t Row . They were sent by ro ad to t he Sheffleld wh arf on t he Ouse 
navlga-c 10n and !:hen e by barge to Offh m. The r al l s, chalns and ot he r iron 
work and the \ agons were supplied by the Butter ly I ron Wo rk , pnd the p I t o 
t he Bllway by I 1 1 ~ lam Jes sop . 

The 1 n ~1 1ned plane began to operate in March 1809 wh en t he us se x Wee ' y 
Advert l ser de en bed t he double tunnel as one of the fi r t of t hi s type 1 t he 

out h of Eng and . The inc l i ned plane operated by a loaded wagon of 16 tons 
going down the 400 t s l op i n about 1 ~ mi nutes . dl'a\,.,i ng an empty one pOne 
track of the r allwa cros sed Pape rmill Cut to a wharf where the nme and cemen~ 
was un l oaded, pr esumably b us i ng a sma t urnt ab l e whlch erml t t eci the wagons 
to be rotated to Turn t he open back toward the b g. 

The wagon s were also used t o t ke ue p t o the hm \\/0 ks from the canal. 
The p lane ceased to operate about 870 , Up i n t he p i t there are -our ' lins 
or WhlCh t hree ar e 0 nd and the f o r th tall and quare . 

LJ j Ho s e Gln at Barcombe Threshlng gr alD was a t me- ons ml g ' nd therefole 
COSl: l y int er occupation n farms . In he m1 -1780' a t h eslll ng T:ia hi ne was 
1nVented . h1Ch as ui te rapid y i mproved . The machine u1red a lot of power 
t o ope r ate it, espe lally itt 5 one Whl h 'chreshed, ~lnno eo :ld g aded . 
Wlndml l l s and i at e r mill s were used on some f arm but t he hot'se en~ine or horse 
gln was mos t '-'nd l y used becau 5e H Iolas a more dependable power Ulil t . The gln 
coul d a l so drl ve uttlng and IIU ng machines whi h we' e a lso de eloped 1 the 
l at e r 8 h cen tur y, 

- 7 ­

http:entUIJ.es
http:Retu~I.11


ne gl too ' t wo forms, the simplest was the sweep type \<;hi ch operated 
1n Lh~ 0r < n al ~, Just above ground level, the horse stepping over the drive 
shafr ..S lt push d a ba.r round. The position of a sweep-t ype gin I\l as only 

. ,L a cd b} a cl r cul ar depression or an embankment, dependi ng on t he 
_ t of t he plat f or m. The drive shaft passed through the wall of t he barn 

r ;:. .j ground leve l. The second type had overhead gearing. The horse 
\'I.,.lked 1n a cl rc. l e round a stout pillar whi ch supported a cr ane wheel and 
plnlon gear seT l ng a han zontal drive s a ft . The shaH entered t he barn 
above the hors e ' s head . This type of gin was usually in a gin hous e 
Lals calle a heelhouse) , of which the one at Barcombe is a goo examp l e . 

llns were Tepi a ed by oi l or gas englnes, or the entire threshing 
process as pu ut to contractors who owned portable s t eam- driven 

thresh1ng mach l nes Whl Ch converted the process to a two or t h "ee day 
a eratlon 

[J lhe Upper Ou Navlgation The rlve r ,was navigable abo e Lewes before 
l mpro ements w re made by the Upper Ouse Navigation Company whi ch was created 
by an ac t of Par ~ lament in 1791, a year after the Trustees of t he Lowe r Ouse 
Navigat10n had been cr eated . The Upper Ouse had served to transport iron 
Out of t he Wea l d and transport chalk and goods upriver from Lew s . 

The ObV1 0US s ue ss of canals in t he Midlands must have s t~m lat ed 
1nt erest 1n bUl l lng them in agricultural areas such as the south. Indeed 
the Ad r and the Ar un were also improved in the later eighteenth century. 
HO\ofeV 1> t.he Olls e was not successful un hke most canals i n industrial areas; 
for alrhougJ agr lcul ura l productivity was rising in the s uth and the surp lus 
\"&5 exporte , for example to London, the acti vi ties wi thln the cat chment area 
of the Ous wer e l nsufhClsnt to make the navigation pro f l t able . 

Int:er St l n 1mp ro';ements to the Ous e had started by the l ate 1760 f s 
when ohn Smeaton made a report, but the improvements we r e pi cemeal. J essop' s 
report of 1 88 suggested that the lower Ouse would have to be improved in 
order t o get the ful est benefit from work above Lewes. Tl e Ac t for the 
Upper Ou e as f or a cherne to take the canalization to the boundarie s of t he 
panshes of uckheld and Slaugham . Imen finally completed in 18 12 i t exten­
ded on ly as f ar as Upper Ryelands Bridge and had cost far mo r e and had taken 
longe r to comp le t e , han ever the instigators had imagi ned , The total lengt h 
l.n 181 2 was 2 mll es from Lewes, with 18 locis. The company was heavi l y in 
debt nd he to Is dld not produce any profit. 

EVldence of t he trade is slight, but it was apparently main l y chalk, lime, 
manure , corn and road materi als . The agri culture of the hea y We a lden cl ay 
areas th ough WhlCh thi part of thernvigation passed was Insuffl c ently i nt en ­
-lve and conune r i a1 to make this a profitable agricultur al canal . The maJ o 
set tlements \Hthin t wo llU les of the canal north of Lewes were Uckfl e l d, letchi ng 
Ll.ndhel d and Newlc , a l of which were small . The rural popu latIon dens I t y was 
low, ~l t h i t tle l.ndus try of any kind , The only conunodi ty Wl 1Ch i ts re e ce 
dl st imulate , by red cl ng the price in the Weald, was coal whi ch had 
prevI ous ly been t ansported overland . 

In 1801 about 10 barges operated between Lewes and Sheff ield Br i dge as 
c.ompl1red ~v i th 29 n the l ower half of the river . Most of them we r e built in 
the slup ard at C11 ff Cut i n Lewes , The number of boats dId not appear to 
~ncrea~e a t er the extensIon to Ryelands Bridge on the complet l on of t e 
upper na 19at 10n l n 1 12, and the volume of trade and numbe r of ba ges rem~ined 
low The 10 k keepers and other s taff we re part-time . 

In ~he ar 1 840s the London and Brighton and South Coast RaI lway opened 
the BrI gh ton t o Lon on line and began to ext end its netwo k. The r ai l way s can 
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prov ' ded comp e H l on but the reducti on of tolls and wages could not save the 
,-cmpa y and In 1859 It cl osed In 1861 boats could no longer pass above 
llndheld, and I n 1868 IJam e: La k be c me impassable. 

111e Lower Ouse aV1gatlon con I nued I nt O th e twentiet h century. 

I::' I B' r combe ~1l 1 1 S The e are t wo mlll s, '[ he one fur ther up river being a 
cafe At TQ4401 6S' ne ar I. o the miL 1S 01 1 Ml ll s Lo k \\fh ' ch is we ll prese rved, 
A m1le dmfflstre am IS PIke s BrIdge and nlO l ocks . The Sl t e of the m1 ll whi ch 
stood nearby is dI SC T11 able Th1S part of .:11e canal ha been affected by the 
rI ver author1tI es draI nage syst em but the lIne of the cana l is st i ll very 
cl ear . 

[ 6J SheffIe l d 1'41 11 Pond at Furner ' Gr een Strake _ as n bes a f ur nace to 
t hi s pl ace and points out t he "LmpllCatlOn of Furners (Furnace) as a pl ace I.arne . 

Pass through t he gate and a_ ong the road Note- the banks with hedges 
a long the top, on e1ther SI de of th road whI ch are charact en stic of We a l den 
f I e l ds . Past the f lrsL hous e the hedges ~re even more d1s tinct i ve especi al ly 
on t he r i ght, whe r e they 1nc ude a (.ons lderable amount or ho l ly , ContInue down 
t he lull to the sha1 0\01 pond on che l eft Just be f ore a b a~~n at TQ4 3268. The 
pond overflows acros s the ... oad ,,'hen full liS th oad dra~n I S not l arge enougt,. 
The water passes Int o a ~haTp ly In lsed ghyl on the left f t he ro ad . There 
is another pond in t he f e l d L(j the left of t he r oad, 0 pos i t e t he barn. 

Continue dO\vl1 t he r·oad ; "the t tage on r.he nse to he le f t is Go thic 
style and probably bu~l t from . t one WhICh W5~ quarried from the ba k to t he 
r i ght of the road, Oppos lte t he cottage From thI S point the ro ad becomes 
a sunken way, we l l be i o f t he evel of the f Ie ld on eI ther si de . .he road I S 

~t ~ ep, and the effe t of the angle ot the s l ope of the valleys J 1S ve r y 
apparent In wet we ather as the clayey 5011_ eep OLt ot the ~i eld gates at 
the bottom of the hi l l Just befor the pond 

The pond is in a va ll ey ~ hI h 1S cons Ide r ab ly s -ceeper t han that at 
MaresfIeld, to be vi SI ted later on the r out e The dam acro s s the val l ey i s 
straight, not curved as the 1arestl e l d example whIch is locat ed 1n a wi de r, 
shallower valleyo The s1\1111<1&.Y r. nd fill rac.e are both dear ly eVlcientj the 
pattern of erOS1on caused by t he Sp~l ' , a 5 l' orth examI nI ng careful y, to 
compare against the ot her SI te 

The pond was event ua 1y us ed a_ a ml llpond, though apparent _y, like many 
such ponds it was OT1 g na Il } £01 a £or g There 15 an ear ly nine teenth 
century mill with the leet, and th i ron si des of the over shot mI ll ; hee l in 
situ. The mill hous e is cons ide r ably older than the exi s ting mill, being 
umber framed on sands tone and br~ck foundat :Lons, and pr,babl y seventeent h 
century from the ~l dence of the fl mln 

The vaney be 1 0\.\1 t he dam d It..is t r aLes the S i.e of t he dam Itself. Up­
stream silting is VISIb l e at the t op of t he pond , shown by the vegetation . 
We l k across the dam and t ake the footp ath nor th' ards along the si de - f t he pond 
through the woods, cOht lnue un.: 1 you re ach a large out crop of s and. t one, 
go up one of the paths t o Lhe t p -5 the Vle s of t he We den lan ' scap t e ar e 
very good, The cl ay OUl: r ap along che path may be s lippery. Look at "[ he 
effect of the geology on the surfac.e draI nage, especi al ly i f the weather has 
been wet, Return by crossing back ove r t he dam to t he r oad" 

[7J The iron working at aresfle ld Of gre at I nte es t t o St r aker 'ho expends 
three pages and includes an aerl al photogxaph of part of t he 51 t e (St raker 
1931 ed. pub. by G Be 1, pp 400-403) , HIS In£orrnat 1on has b~en amended by 
t he Wealden Iron Re se s C:l Group (I'L l R.G BulLet I n . 0 3 (1 972 ), p ,10 , but 's 
stI l l mainly un r eVl e 
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1 ake the tra k. \Jhich runs down the north side of t he recreation ground, 
l TQLl66239 and \ alk down towards Park Farm. Notice t he oast house at TQ465237 

on The ~eml - ircular drive on your left when you pass into the enVl rons of t he 
..... tIT t'eV5nl:!r says that ithas 'a datestone, 1755, & de s cribed it as tnot looking 

a .1. 1 ke other oast houses I (p. 565) , It is ashlar bUl l t using s an s t one. 
Lon i nulng through the farm yard heading southwes t , you 1111 ee a sm 11 

footpath gat e ahead of you. It is on the edge of a bank l ong WhlCh you will 
\~a1 k, ollowl ng the track. To your left there 15 a we ll de fned trough which 
ppears to be a sunken road . Straker descnbes :i t a the trackway up which 

the guns we r e hauled f r om the iron works 0 t he maIn r oad at Har ,, £l e ld. 
W_ k a long the sIde of the t ra kway to t he edge of he woods 3nd go 

through the f aa. ath gate into Furnac bank woo . On your le ft the guntrack 
contlnue s par al e l to your path which ontinues in a south we s t erly di rect ion, 
al ong the fen ce . The: \\1,I.R.G. (p , IO op cit.) have found a loomery l ag at 
TQ46j 233 and t h I nk that the furnace for rhe oundry was at T04632 3 , both are 
ln the lood t o the left as you continue towards t he pond 

Strake r points out the following place names i n thi area Furnace Bank , 
FLlrna e Bank Wood, Forge Pond, Forge Field, Uppe r Forg and orge Lane. He 
cons dered that the s i te was held by J ohn "aukenor of Wa l den ln 1574. It was 
ell:her th lS fo rge or the one just upstream at TQ45S247 that was working in 
1588, the year of the Armada, and to which Jame s I had 20 ton of si lver 
brought f m S at 1and to be sme 1ted. The e>"'Pe 1m nt was not a Silcces . In 
16.:::0 S L Y Sack ville Crowe, who apparently cont r o ll ed is f u nace , was grant ed 
a patent to make iron guns for the merchant s ervi ce. A Frenchman \vho was 
employ d by Cardlnal Richelieu went to see t he furnace or f or ge for t he 
manufa ture and borl ng of may have been only rlmming 

The f orge contlnued into the eighteenth century, f or ln 7 6 the ann" al 
pr duct on was given as 60 tons. Fullers of Bright l1ng Par k , we l l known 
lronmasters (see Salt), supplied the Furnace wi t h equipment l n 17 1 and f r m 
1768 - 1770 but in 1788 the output was on ly 30 tons . 

, he pond 1S shown on maps of 1680 (Stent), 1734 CBudgen) and i n 74 9 
(Bowen) 

The ar ea is now referred to as the Maresfie d Powe r mi l l s , a Powder 
~1i 11s appar ent l y occupied the main stream between Shortbrldge and t he 
t r i but ary from the pond which \\Ie will view . The mill cont mued until a bout 
1854 when they were abandoned after an exiosion . 

Th ml 1 pond is clearly defined on the map wlth a dist nc t ive m at 
the south -,~e stern end, which is accessible . Walk to the southern end , 
comparlng t he valley site against t hat Whl Ch l S uti llsed aL Shef fie d Mil 

ond. Tlus site is clearly discernable on your map , th 7S m tre line 
shOlvs t hlS to be a tributary of the stream which it j oms to t he s outh The 
latter s t re am hEis a clearly defined valley, marked by the 75 metre cant au 
to e l ther s lde of the pond , The gradient of the l and s urroundi ng thi s pond 
15 fall y gentle, especially on the line of the fo otpa~h and nor t hwes t of 
It, making accessibility reasonable, as can be seen f r om the g adi ent of t he 
g n t ack , 

At t he southern end across over the s t re am onto the dam t o f udy 
appre lar e the drop from the pond to the present valley fl oo t o the south 
Look t t he stream which passes through what appeared t o be outcrops of the 
l Ton bear ng s trata , The site of the forge is no t dls cernabl~ but pre ~ umably 
the present spillway is original, there being no SI gn of a drled s t earn bed 
eJsel"lhere · Inch mi.ght suggest that the wor ks we r e po Ition else\ here a ng 
the dam 

- 10 ­



Th est ~te c ttage , dated 18S9 which st& s ne ar the dam i of i ntel"est 
f or I s ~ O ~ l cn ~nd a so becatise It appear s t o be una t e r e , Ther e i s a well 
on t ~ norrhside rhe footpat contI nue s a1 ng o another SI l ted pond , cross-
I ng ,er . and on La Pl lt o\n 
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STOP PRESS 

Mr.. J . S "F. Blackwell has been co-opted onto the committ ee and has ' i ndly 
agreed to act as co-ordinator and Regional Organiser for the Brighton and 
Central Sus sex area . 

He WIl l i n effe ct be act i ng as a Cent ral ussex Secretar but theJ 

c.reation of such a p05 t \"il l need an amendment to the constit tion whu;h 
L.an on l y be effected at the next Annu 1 Genera l Mee t i ng . 

The Editor regrets the delay in this issue of the Ne ~ 5 1etter; 
thi s was due to the printer having been sub j ect to unanticipated 
de l ays in movi ng to new premises . 
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